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Ascension Day — May 10 


“‘The Ascension,’ Albrecht Duerer : 


LIKES COLOR 


For a long time I wanted to compli- 
ment the WiTNEss on its change to a 
modern-appearing magazine, but I re- 
frained because I thought nobody would 
be interested. However, the letter by 
Pastor Appelt (February 28 issue) urged 
me on.... 

When I was 16 (I am now 75), I was 
apprenticed to the photo-engraving trade. 
I took an interest in my work and ob- 
served magazines and newspapers that 
used engravings. My father received the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS, which impressed me 
at that time as being staid and ultra- 
conservative and of a bleak appearance 
and uninteresting from the standpoint of 
“eye appeal.” I often wondered why it 
never used “cuts.” When my brother 
came home from the Seminary, I asked 
him why the WITNEss never used en- 
gravings. His answer was, “They don’t 
believe in it”; that silenced me until now. 
There was a time when there was prej- 
udice and opposition to portrait photo- 
graphy and illustrations on the part of 
many editors and publishers especially in 
the religious field, yet every Sunday our 
pastor prayed: “Let all useful arts flour- 
ish among us... .” 

The LuTHERAN WITNESS has become 
mechanically a modern religious maga- 
zine, colorful, illustrative, and eye-ap- 
pealing. In fact, I could stand a little 
more color. The designs are tasty, not 
gaudy, and the “cuts” picture to the 
mind something type alone cannot do. 

Of course, differences of opinion are 
permissible, so that permits the pastor 
to have his opinion also. I do not quar- 
rel with him, but as for me I pray, “Let 
all useful arts flourish among us.” 


Seattle, Wash. ARTHUR BERNHARD 


PRAYER FOR DRIVERS 


How many people commit themselves 
into God’s hands in prayer as they start 
their autos? And how many pray God 
to control their hearts and minds never 
to disobey along the highways and by- 
ways any sign which the U. S., the State, 
county, or township has placed along the 
roads for safe driving? 

I never step into my car unless I pray 
this prayer: 

“Lead me, and forsake me never, 

Guide my wanderings by Thy Word; 
As Thou hast been, be Thou ever 

My Defense, my Refuge, Lord. 
Never safe except with Thee, 

Thou my faithful Guardian be.” 


H. J. Kartu, Teacher emer. 
Manawa, Wis. 


“WHAT’S THE ANSWER?” 


It’s difficult to put into words how 
much this column means to us, These 
questions and answers are wonderful for 
family discussion and lead us back to our 
Holy Bible, where we find God’s answer. 
We have a daughter twelve, a son seven, 
and a son three; so the questions are 
many, and the answers not always easy 
to find. Mrs. JAMEs O. HopKINs 

Seymour, Ind. 


Leto 


Letters addressed to this department must be signed, although names wil 
withheld upon request. We reserve the right to reject, print in full, or 
matter not pertinent, according to the nature of the letter and space limitati 
The opinions expressed by readers are not necessarily those of the Edi 


“MORE” 


Dr. Spitz’s article on Mormonism is 
especially appreciated and timely out 
here in the West, where the Mormons 
are really “going to town” and attempt- 
ing to deceive the very elect. 

We need more articles like this one 
on Mormonism and the ones on other 
pagan religions in our land today. 


Missoula, Mont. DANIEL J. ONDOV 


Who Is Next? 


My dear President 
of the Missouri Synod: 


I have noticed in several of our 
church’s periodicals that Synod has 
a deficit of $700,000. I am under 
the impression that is because a 
number of our churches did not 
meet their quota. 


In the Lutheran Layman there 
appeared the following as of 
April 1, 1956, page 12: 

Debt Liquidation.— A pas- 
tor recently told Synod’s Stew- 
ardship Counselor, the Rev. 
Herrmann, that he would give 


the first $1,000 to liquidate Syn- 
od’s 1955 deficit of $700,000 if 
Pastor Herrmann could get an- 
other 700 people to do like- 


wise. How about it, men? 


and on the strength of this article 
I am enclosing a check for $1,000 
toward this deficit. I am also under 
the impression that if more pub- 
licity were given, it would not be 
a hard matter to collect the whole 
amount in a couple of months. Of 
course, I don’t mean such little 
articles as above copy. I mean 
large headline type... . 


ALBERT G. FIEDLER 
Baltimore, Md. 


SELF-EVALUATION 


Our “Venture of Faith” to activate 
the two thirds of our Synod’s nominal 
membership now considered spectators 
instead of participants, will succeed to 
the extent that we properly evaluate our- 
selves in the sight of God. 

Our membership has sometimes been 
divided into three groups. ... One third 
workers, one third jerkers, and one third 
shirkers, the latter, Christians in name 
only; the jerkers being those who attend 
or serve spasmodically. 

If in the attempt to classify ourselves 
we fall into the first group, are we per- 
haps pleased with ourselves and secretly 
feel, “I can, why can’t they?” If so, we 
are exactly where God left Jonah, with- 
out even a gourd for covering. ... We 
could still be sitting in the shade of our 
own self-righteousness while surveying 
the two thirds, by not remembering the 
loving-kindness God in opening our 
eyes to the spiritual needs of others, by 
being a little proud that we see what they 
don’t see. < 


Lest this letter be such an attempi 
remove a splinter, let me hasten to @ 
fess one of the smallest beams found 
my own eye. I caught myself think 
that because we drove a cheaper car t 
most people do, the other two th 
could well profit by that example, 
doing without TV, etc. How easy it i 
fail to remember “What God 
wrought!” How can God fulfill “I 
bless thee, and thou shalt BE a bless 
if I keep getting in His way and so 
an offense to Him? 

Washington 


CORRECTION AND REQUEST 


In the March 13 Wrrness the 
City Preaching-Teaching-Reaching 
sion received very fine coverage 
page 18. Many thanks! 

Both in the picture caption and 
article you reported the undersigned 
chairman. I am not worthy of that ho 
since I was not chairman. The real cre 
for leadership for this successful missi 
should go to Revs. C. H. Pauling 
Henry Brill of Minneapolis and Revs. E 
nest Drews and Elmer Koberg of St. Pa 
who were the Missouri Synod represe 
atives on the Co-ordinating Committe 

The LuTHERAN WITNESS during 
past years has had a splendid face lifti 
Permit me to add my voice to those wk 
are requesting a youth section in ft 
Witness. All arguments against it so fa 
sound rather weak. 


St. Paul, Minn. A. DEYE 
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ne weekday of the year which 
should literally draw Christians 
to their churches is the 40th day 
Easter, the day which commem- 
s the Ascension of our Lord. On 
day our churches should be filled 
e last pew. 

"hy? Jesus rose to heaven to rule 
fill all things, to be also in His 
of exaltation our Prophet, Priest, 
ing. 

esus personalized the significance 
‘s ascension for us when He said: 
to prepare a place for you” 
n 14:2). The Savior, who went 
1e cross and the grave for us, 


not speculate therefore about 
‘ther side of death. We can look 
ard to life forever with the Lord 
ase our Savior ascended into 


Nothing to Fear 


‘any people are afraid of death, 
n stills the tongue of the philos- 
r and the fool and empties the 
of the plutocrat and the pauper. 
47 who deal bravely with the dif- 
ties of life become fearful when 
face life’s “inevitable hour.” 
or the Christian, however, death 
5 no terror. He looks to “the 
r which shall be revealed in us.” 
Christian looks with expecta- 
ifor this glory not because he has 
a perfect life, but because he 
is to the Savior, who says: “I am 
Door; by Me, if any man enter in, 
hall be saved.” Confident that 
5 carries out His pledges, the be- 
x meets courageously the sum- 
5 of death. He knows what is on 
other side. 


A Place 

1 the Upper Room Jesus told His 
iate friends: “In My Father’s 
2 are many mansions; if it were 
50, I would have told you. I go 
‘epare a place for you; and if I go 
prepare a place for you, I will 
» again and receive you unto My- 
that where I am, there ye may 
iso.” 
his promise makes it certain that 
en is a place, not a condition. 
renly joy does not consist merely 
staining relief from the wearying 
_of the world or release from its 
‘and sorrow. The river of death 
not carry us to destruction or 
ailation; it bears us to the 
er’s house. 


Bre ont. 5.6 


The Other Side 


By GEORGE W. WITTMER 


Pastor, Messiah Church, St. Louis, Mo. 


“Father’s house” calls to mind 
security, safety, comfort, and peace. 
We remember our childhood, how 
carefree and happy we were in our 
father’s house. There we found pro- 
tection from harm and danger. 


Recognition 


In heaven the redeemed will re- 
tain their’ personality and identity, 
and there will be recognition. 

Moses and Elijah appeared with 
Jesus on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion. They spoke with Jesus. These 
men had been long absent from the 
earth; yet Peter recognized them. 

On the other side, therefore, we 
shall not only meet again those whom 
we knew on this side —a very small 
number of people — but we shall also 
make the acquaintance of the count- 
less saints and angels of whose exist- 
ence we had little or no knowledge. 
In heaven we shall have new and 
wider social relationships. Our com- 
munion with God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, with cherubim and sera- 
phim, with patriarchs and prophets, 
Apostles and martyrs, will be so 
sublime, so divine, that it will super- 
sede the most intimate human ties. 

Do we not feel ourselves to be 
part of heaven’s sweet communion 
when we sing the Sanctus in response 
to this invitation: “Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Thy glorious name, evermore 
praising Thee and saying”? 


Perfection 


All things on the other side will be 
perfect, as perfect as God Himself. 
Here on earth we find beauties and 
glories, but they are marred by sin. 
Everything on earth shows the Ser- 
pent’s slimy trail. On the other side, 
however, sin cannot enter, sin cannot 
exist. There everything is free from 
imperfection and untouched by sin. 

St. Paul once had a vision of the 
other side. “I heard unspeakable 
words,” he said, “which it is not law- 
ful for man to utter.” It is impossible 
to translate into earth’s language the 
glories of heaven. Even Paul, a mas- 
ter of language, would only stammer 
and stutter, he knew, if he tried to 
describe the celestial glory. 

St.John, too, had a vision of 
heaven for which he found human 
language inadequate. To convey to 
others some idea of that which he 
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saw, St. John heaps up _ colorful 
images: shining and perfect pearls, 
solid and glistening gold, unblemished 
ivory, jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, 
emerald, sardonyx, and other precious 
stones. He strives and strains to por- 
tray in words the splendor and luster 
of the other side; yet he falls short 
of the mark. Heaven’s perfection ex- 
ceeds all human powers of descrip- 
tion. 


Blessedness 


With the Lord in His perfect abode 
we shall be in soul when the experi- 
ence of death comes to us, for Scrip- 
ture declares: “Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth.” From the moment of death 
the souls of those who die in the Lord 
are happy and blessed. 

With Jesus in paradise we shall 
be in soul and body, after the resur- 
rection, “when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortal- 
ity.” We shall be with Him in the 
Father’s house, where “there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain.” 

But this blessedness is only for the 
believers in Christ. The Judge of all 
mankind, who will separate the 
blessed from the accursed, plainly 
said: “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me.” There is no sal- 
vation “in any other,” St. Peter ex- 
plained, “for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.” Faith 
in the Son of God is the key to eternal 
blessedness. 

Thank God for the ascension of 
Jesus into heaven. He has gone before 
us, that where He is, there we may 
be also: in the Father’s house, in the 
perfect peace and endless joy of the 
other side. 


“Wonders of His Might” 


By HERMAN W. SCHAARS, Teacher, Immanuel School, Milwaukee, Wis. 


he happy month of May is here. 

It is perhaps the most beautiful 

in our outdoors calendar. None 
other is better suited for us to “go 
forth under the open sky and list to 
Nature’s teachings.” 


The Flowers 


The April showers were the prel- 
ude to the tremendous blossoming 
everywhere. It is as though every 
greening wildling was straining at 
the leash to answer the call of sun 
and rain. Cups of tulips brighten the 
‘beds of garden and park. Lilacs in 
purple and white add their rich 
colors and fragrance to May’s sym- 
phony of beauty. The apple trees, at 
their height of spring glory, are pink 
and white clusters in green settings. 
Who can there be with powers so 

great, 

Never weary to create? 
Ah, ’tis God’s almighty power, 
Which made every little flower. 


The Bees 


The orchard blossoms attract the 
honey bee, whose functions include 
the production of honey and_ also 
the cross pollination of blossoms. 
The showy petals present color and 
fragrance. Radiating lines guide the 
visitor to the nectar well deep within 
the flower cup. Vitality in plant life 
requires cross pollinization: the pol- 
len of one flower meeting the pistil of 
another. 

The bee, admirably equipped for 
this service, seeks nectar for its 
honey store and calls on a flower. 
The brightly colored, fragrantly per- 
fumed petals hold an irresistible in- 
vitation. The bee, entering to sip the 
nectar, involuntarily brushes against 
the stamens which douse golden pol- 
len all over the bee. The bee flies to 
the next flower. There the pistil 
scrapes off the pollen from the last 
flower, and cross fertilization is set 
in motion. 

If a bee begins its round. with 
an apple blossom, it will visit only 
apple blossoms for the three hundred 
or more stops before returning to its 
hive. Never is there a mixing of that 
treasured pollen. Another example 
of God’s amazing creative design! 

Jean Henri Fabre, the Homer on 
the odyssey of insects, was so deeply 
impressed with this provision in 
Nature that he exclaimed: “Before 
these mysteries of life, reason bows 
and abandons itself to adoration of 
the Author of these marvels!” 
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The Birds 


Do you see a gleam of gold amid 
the flowery splendor of that apple 
tree? It is the Baltimore oriole. His 
return from Brazil to the United 
States is synchronized with the burst 
of orchard blossoms. Did we _ say 
Brazil? Yes, our feathered friend 
spent the winter 5,000 or more miles 
away from his summer home. His 
return is so precise that you realize 
again that time is measured not only 
by your wrist watch, but by birds. 
Jeremiah knew of this when he 
wrote, “The stork in the heaven 
knoweth her. appointed times; and 
the turtle [dove] and the crane and 
the swallow. observe the time of their 
coming” (Jer.8:7). 

Another astonishing fact: the Bal- 
timore oriole may return to the same 
area where its nest was built last 
summer. Bird banding has certified 
that fact. Yet that backyard ‘is a 
mere pinpoint on the map of the vast 
United States. The birds have no 
compass, but they have a remarkable 
sense of direction to fly unerringly 
a course of 5,000 miles. “The earth is 
the Lord’s,’ we exclaim (Ps. 24:1). 

Because this oriole is orange and 
black, he has the name “Baltimore,” 
for his colors were Lord Baltimore’s. 


The Nest 


But these orioles must settle on 
a home for the summer. The demure 
mate with somber coat does the se- 
lecting and the building, not in an 
orchard. She chooses for the lofty 
site of her dainty, but high-borne 
castle, her favorite tree — the elm. 
There towards the end of a long 
branch is an ideal spot. And what a 
nest she builds! I never tire of ad- 
miring this skillful artisan, who can 
construct that “swinging hammock’’ 
of plant fibers so firmly that no wind 
will ever blow it down. And _ so 
cleverly hidden! Have you ever 
found one amid the lush of summer 
leaves? No! In fall I’ve seen ‘the 
nests, when no leaves obstructed 
their view. I brought one down to 
examine it. To think a creature with 
only beak and feet as tools is able to 
make a nest so artistic, so practical, 
so lasting, fills me with amazement. 
No parent taught this bird; yet its 
first nest is as perfect as it can be. 


The Crayfish 


Beside the pathway in the orchard 
is a mud turret which we recognize 


Li) 2) 


are excellent for exploring. 
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as a “crawfish chimney.” 
may call it a “snake hole.” A cre 
fish hibernated in the ground 
neath and left this telltale tun 
Have you ever observed a cray! 
closely to esteem the extraordiné 
handiwork of God? You would le 
long to find a creature with me 
executive appendages. We have 
feet; the crayfish has ten. The fre 
feet, armed with formidable nippe 
work like thumb and finger and ha 
a sharp claw at the tips. These ha 
defensive and utilitarian purposé 
Two other pairs of legs have forcep 
smaller, however. The other ty 
pairs have mere claws at the end. 
The eyes, placed on the apex of 
stalk, can be extended, retracted, ¢ 
pushed in any direction to look f 
food or for danger. The long ante 
nae, flexible as braided whiplashe 
Under the abdomen are beautifu 
featherlike appendages called swi 
merets. Each swimmeret has a 
paddle. When Mother Crayfish 
her eggs, she glues them to t 
swimmerets. She may lay more th 
four hundred eggs. They hatch wi 
in seven or eight weeks. It is an i 
teresting discovery to lift up a cray 
fish with all these eggs attach 
When the young hatch, they do m 
drop into the water, but as a safet 
measure cling to the swimmerets f 
six or seven days. Imagine the th 
of a young enthusiast espying 
crayfish with its brood replete! — 
Again simple words tell a ¥ 
derful story of the marvels of 
tion. We can appreciate what 
poet meant when he wrote 
All creatures that have breath 
motion, 
That throng the earth, the 
the sky, 
Now join me in my heart’s devo 
Help me to raise His praises | 
My utmost powers can ne’er a 
Declare the wonders of His 


rdinand Sievers, Synod’s first missionary 
nesota. 


ihneran Church — Missouri Synod 
5 scheduled to meet at St. Paul, 
, June 20—30, 1956. 

innesota is perhaps best known 
fe land of 10,000 lakes. Vaca- 
rs flock from all over the 
ay to the recreational areas of 
sorthern half of the state, which 
wvered with woods and dotted 
lakes. 

wr decades northern Minnesota 
arnished a large part of the raw 
sials which have helped make 
Jnited States an industrial na- 
_the iron ore of the range 
‘ry and the development of the 
‘taconite industry for removing 
from low-grade ores. The ex- 
on in this industry also chal- 
‘s our church to expand its 
dn program. 

Centennial 


innesota also is known as the 
of Lutherans. In this second- 
- Lutheran state of the Union 
heded only by North Dakota, 
Lutheran) 24% of Minnesota’s 
Roos belongs to the Lutheran 
ch. 
ae Missouri Synod has been at 
in the state for 100 years. The 
ict is indeed grateful to be host 
e 43d Convention of Synod as 
of the District’s observance 
vear of the centennial of synodi- 
‘ork in the state. 


souri’s Beginning in Minnesota 


round 1855 the first Lutheran 
r serving German Lutherans 
to Minnesota and preached in 
on Falls, Winona, and St. Paul. 
regations from these cities, to- 
xr with others organized during 
aext few years, formed in 1860 
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xe 43d Convention of The Lu- 


By ERHARD H. BOHRER 


Co-ordinating Counselor of the Minnesota District, Minneapolis 


the Evangelical Lutheran Minnesota 
Synod, constituting the first synodical 


body of German Lutherans in Minne- 
sota. Most of these churches now 
belong to the Wisconsin Synod. 

The first missionary representing 
the Missouri Synod came to Minne- 
sota in 1856. In May of that year the 
Northern District Convention of 
Synod, assembled at Detroit, com- 
missioned Rev. Ferdinand Sievers to 
make an exploratory tour of the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota and study possi- 
bilities of starting a mission among 
the Indians. He and Rev. E. G. H. 
Miessler began the trip in the sum- 
mer of 1856. Eventually they came 
to St. Anthony Falls and Minneapolis, 
where they found a few Lutheran 
families, who formed the nucleus of 
the first congregations in Minneapolis 
and the nearby area. 

In the following year Candidate 
F. W. Kahmeyer became the pioneer 
missionary to the German Lutherans 
in Minnesota. He, the first resident 
pastor of our Synod in the state, was 
stationed in Benton Township. From 
here, traveling mostly on foot, he 
served Minneapolis and the sur- 
rounding environs. A few years later 
he resigned for reasons of health. 

In 1859 two more candidates were 
sent: John Horst to Minneapolis and 
Paul Rupprecht to Prairie Mound and 
Henderson, the former becoming the 
base of operations chiefly to the 
north, and the latter two to the south. 

During the succeeding years, 
thousands of Lutheran immigrants 
settled in. these parts, especially 
south and west of the Twin Cities. 
From Europe and the Mid-central 
United States, settlers moved to the 
fertile land in southern and central 
Minnesota. New congregations of 
German Lutherans sprang up every- 
where. Our church prospered. 
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Luther Statue on the campus of Concordia Col- 
lege, St. Paul. 


Our Church in Minnesota Today 


Today the Minnesota District in- 
cludes 447 congregations and preach- 
ing stations, 285 pastors and mis- 
sionaries, 163,000 baptized members, 
and 110,000 communicant members. 

The District schools, enrolling 
5,500 children in 74 parish schools, 
are taught by 190 men and women 
teachers. 

400 Sunday schools with about 
39,000 pupils are taught by 4,500 
Sunday school teachers. 


Vacation Bible schools. enroll 
16,000 pupils. 
The District conducts 185 re- 


leased-time classes with an enroll- 
ment of about 2,500 pupils. 

One of Synod’s_ preparatory 
schools, Concordia College, is located 
at St. Paul. 


Other Lutheran Bodies 


However, we note that Synod 
forms only a smaller part of Minne- 
sota’s Lutheranism. Only one of 


' every five Lutherans in Minnesota is 


a member of the Missouri Synod. 
The Minnesota Synod has already 
been referred to. In 1892 the congre- 
gations of that synod entered into a 
federated agreement with the Wis- 
consin Synod, which lasted until 
1917, when a complete merger was 
made. 

Of the Wisconsin Synod’s 325,000 
members, probably more than one 
fourth are members of Minnesota 
congregations, where their synod also 
maintains Dr. Martin Luther College 
at New Ulm. 

The National Ev. Lutheran Church 
(Finnish), the Slovak Ev. Lutheran 
Church, and the Norwegian Synod 
are other Synodical Conference bodies 
represented in Minnesota. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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THE PRESIDENT 


The congregation which wishes to 
carry on its work effectively and suc- 
cessfully must give thorough attention 
to teaching. God wants well-indoctri- 
nated people. Somewhere in Galilee, 
sometime between His victorious res- 
urrection and His triumphant ascension, 
Jesus gave His disciples the great com- 
mission to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 
At that time He also authorized them 
to baptize all nations in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. We must not overlook the fact 
that our Savior added another very im- 
portant and very significant phase of 
His commission when He said: “Teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you.” He 
wants His church to be a_ teaching 
church. 


Synod’s Emphasis on Teaching 


The importance of teaching God’s 
Word has been stressed in our Synod 
from its inception. The founding fathers 


emphasized doctrinal preaching, and 
thereby they taught their hearers. How- 
ever, they understood the teaching 


ministry to mean much more than this. 
They realized that if the membership 
of the church is to be thoroughly in- 
doctrinated, then teaching must begin 
early in life. We are told that some of 
the Saxon forebears were so insistent on 
this early instruction that they arranged 
not merely for services but also for the 
Christian training of the children aboard 
ship on their journey to America. Upon 
arrival in St. Louis and Perry County, 
Mo., they established Christian day 
schools and also arranged for the train- 
ing of teachers for such schools. They 
insisted also on thorough instruction by 
the pastors prior to confirmation. 
Furthermore, they conducted so-called 
Christenlehre, where the confirmed 
children received a thorough review of 
the Catechism. — 

The pattern set by the fathers has 
been a true blessing to our congrega- 
tions. Parish education has always. re- 
ceived thorough consideration at. con- 
ventions of our Districts and our Synod. 
It will be an important topic at the 
coming convention, 


Wonderful Growth in 
Parish Schools 


The report of the Board for Parish 
Education to the coming convention 
will emphasize God’s gracious bless- 
ings in granting net gains of 45 schools, 
661 classrooms, and 19,331 pupils en- 
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rolled. We are deeply grateful to God 
for these blessings. Of course, we must 
realize that this wonderful growth 
brings with it new problems and re- 
sponsibilities. We must recruit and train 
more teachers. Though we doubled the 
capacity for training, we still face a 
great shortage of teachers, especially 
women teachers. 


Our Sunday Schools 


The Board for Parish Education will 
report to the convention that the 
number of Sunday school pupils has 
now risen above the 600,000 mark. 
65,000 teachers and other workers are 
rendering service. Thank God for this 
army of children and staff of leaders! 
Synod expects the Board to provide up- 
to-date, attractive, Scriptural lesson 
materials and furnish helpful sug- 
gestions and general leadership. Our 
congregations expect this. The Board 
has encountered difficulties in develop- 
ing audio-visual materials as well as in 
the promotion of leadership training. 
Because of this the Board is requesting 
Synod to authorize the appointment of 
a General Sunday School Secretary who 
shall devote his time to Sunday school 
promotion and leadership training. 


Sunday School Teacher Training 


One of the areas which demand 
greater attention on the part of our 
congregations and of Synod is systema- 
tized training of those to whom we en- 
trust the teaching of God’s Word to our 
children. It is praiseworthy that so 
many are willing to teach, and the 
rapidly growing number of pupils will 
call for even more such willing workers, 
but we owe them some training for this 
important work. Our congregations 
certainly would not think of having un- 
trained pastors and parochial school 
teachers. Why, then, expect Sunday 
school teachers to render this important 
service without training? The conven- 
tion must concern itself with this 
weighty matter and seek to arouse and 
encourage all congregations to conduct 
weekly, or at least biweekly, Sunday 
school teachers’ meetings. 


Bible Study Advance 


The convention will hear a report 
on the progress which has been made in 
Bible class enrollments. Many congre- 
gations have taken this work seriously 
with excellent results. Some have fine 
Junior, Senior, and Adult Bible classes. 
Others have done little or nothing in 
these areas of teaching. Why not? Why 
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‘urge congregations to make full use 


THE LUTHERAN WITN 


do not all young people and adults 
come actively interested and seek 
grow in grace and in the knowledge 
Christ, their Savior? What can be d 
to improve the situation? Should 
every congregation be urged to elec 
Bible class department leader who 
make it his business to urge this ma 
again and again? Should not 
church, the Bible church, be a Bil 
studying church? What can Synod 
to encourage greater and more act 
participation on the part of all me 
bers? The convention will seek to fi 
effective answers. 


Family Life Education 


For several years, under the auspi¢ 
of the Board for Parish Education, 
so-called Family Life Committee h 
been doing much research work in 
area. The Board will present a detail 
report. It will propose to the conve 
tion to authorize a Synod-wide trainii 
program in nine regional worksho 
Thus 300 to 400 District leaders mé 
be trained. They are then to share th 
program with all pastors and aid fl 
pastor in conducting a Family Life I 
stitute in every circuit of Synod. 
would result in the training of som 
30,000 laymen and women in this th 
year program of Family Life educatio 


Further Important Projects 
The convention will be asked | 


part-time agencies of teaching, s 
as vacation Bible schools, Saturd 
schools, weekday schools, or releas' 
time schools. 
In more recent years educators he 
given special attention to proper 
struction of mentally retarded childr 
Statistics seem to indicate that abe 
3% of America’s children are menta 
retarded. The Board for Parish Edu 
tion has had a special committee 
work to study what might and should 
done to give mentally retarded child 
proper religious instruction. That su 
is of great importance, and congre; 
tions should consider any ‘such child 
in their midst their special concern. 7 
Board hopes to provide necessary hi 
also for the parents of such child 
Floor Committee Number Four 
weigh and consider all matters of pa 
education and will prepare proper 
lutions for the convention. The ¢ 
mittee will meet Monday, June 
Concordia College, St. Paul. May ¢ 
graciously bless their deliberations! 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


The Pralter 
W) 


—) 
The Lord of Glory 


Namo: 0,0> thou . .. . hast 
ed Him with glory and honor. 
1 madest Him to have dominion 
the works of Thy hands; Thou 
put all things under His feet.” 


e are living in the glad and 
glowing season between Easter 
entecost. This is the season in 

h we glorify the risen Christ as 

‘ollow the record of His super- 

ral but intensely real appearances 

is followers after His resurrection. 
bitter ordeal of the judgment 
the agony of Calvary, and the 
of the sepulcher are past. Now 
eation resounds to the theme of 

‘and joy, and victory. 

“orty days after He rose from the 

— days during which He showed 
elf alive to His disciples “by 

y infallible proofs” — the time 

* for His return to the Father. It 

‘then that He assembled a group 

dis followers on a hilltop and 

to them a gracious and moving 

1 of farewell. And then, as they 

hed in wonder, He was lifted 

of their sight, to return at last 
forever to His glorious throne on 

. And so the Psalmist’s prophetic 

is came true: “Thou hast crowned 

_ with glory and honor.” 

What does the ascension of Christ 

4 to us? This, to be sure, is no 

‘act theological dogma, but a vital 

sent in our Christian faith. The 

mist shows this relationship: 

Su madest Him to have dominion 

_ the works of Thy hands.” 

Now that our Lord has ascended 

nigh, we know that our destiny 

; secure in His almighty hand. 
object of our faith is not a mar- 

4 teacher, but a living Savior. Be- 

ie He lived on earth as a man, He 

vs us how to live. Because He 

_in our stead, He has made sure 
we, too, shall rise and ascend to 

heavenly realm. 
“Thou hast put all things under 
feet,” the Psalmist cries. All the 
verse is subject to the Lord of 
ty. He preserves His children. 
nurtures His creation. He van- 
hes His foes. 

This is our Lord of Glory: our 

i, reascended Lord. We submit to 
gracious rule. We feel His lov- 

presence. We await His glorious 

m. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Fesus Said 


“Verily I say unto thee, Today 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” 
LUKE 23:43 


ike the first and the second word of 

Jesus from the Cross, this utter- 
ance of His does not concern itself 
with His own affairs; it has to do with 
the well-being of somebody else. The 
men crucified with Him are designated 
“evildoers,” “robbers,” and probably 
had belonged to one of those vicious 
lawless bands which harassed travelers 
frequently in those days. Apparently 
when they were nailed to the cross 
and immediately afterwards, both 
criminals, half-maddened by pain, 
joined in the jibes and taunts with 
which the Savior was insulted. But 
a change came over one of them. 

What he saw and heard as he 
observed the fellow Sufferer next to 
him made a most remarkable convic- 
tion germinate and grow up in his 
breast — the maligned Jesus was not 
only innocent, but truly the Son of 
God, the expected Messiah. Reprov- 
ing his companion in crime and 
repenting of his own sins, he implored 
Jesus to think of him when He would 
come into His kingdom. Then the 
Savior spoke these blessed words. 

How marvelously rich they are in 
meaning! There is a life beyond the 
grave, death does not end human ex- 
istence, the saying implies. In that life 
there is paradise, that is, heaven, for 
God’s children. It is the place to 
which the soul of poor Lazarus was 
taken by the angels and which in the 
parable is called Abraham’s bosom. 
The translation to heaven would take 
place that very day. Everybody knew 
that the crucified man had but a few 
more hours to live; if death should not 
ensue before night as a result of the 
crucifixion, he would be killed by the 
breaking of his bones. Cf. John 19:31. 
There would be no delay for the soul 
of the penitent, believing sufferer; at 
once upon leaving the body it would 
enter the state of bliss. 

The attempt to evade this clear 
teaching of the passage by assuming 
that the words of Jesus should be 
rendered, “Today I say unto thee, 
Thou shalt be with Me in paradise,” 
becomes impossible when the sequence 
of the words in the original Greek is 
considered. We are given the assur- 
ance that the Savior lovingly tells the 
dying Christian: “Today shalt thou be 
with Me in paradise.” 


WILLIAM F, ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“If I cast out devils by the Spirit 


of God, then the kingdom of God is 
come unto you.” Matt. 12:28 


hen John the Baptist cried, “The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
he was a voice crying in the wilderness 
in preparation for the coming of One 
greater than himself. When Jesus 
made the same proclamation, He was 
announcing His own advent, the very 
dawn of the light of redemption; for 
Jesus is the reign of God in person. 
Where His almighty grace frees men 
from the dominion of the devil, there 
God reigns. When He had finished 
reading, in the synagog at Nazareth, 
the words of Isaiah which foretold the 
healing of the brokenhearted, the de- 
liverance of the captive, the restora- 
tion of sight to the blind, the release 
of the oppressed, the proclamation 
of God’s ultimate good news to the 
poor, the coming-in of the Lord’s Year 
of Jubilee — when He had finished 
reading, He said to His hearers: “This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
ears.” These words were no longer 
prophecy but fulfillment. The Year of 
Jubilee that sets all bondsmen free was 
no longer being foretold; it had begun 
— His voice was the ram’s-horn trum- 
pet which ushered it in. 

Jesus could say to His disciples, 
“It is given unto you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,” 
for the Father had revealed to them 
Jesus, the Son, in whom God’s reign 
drew near to men. 

Some have found it strange that 
the expression “kingdom of God,” 
which is frequent in the Gospels, is 
found so rarely in the writing of the 
Apostles; but there is really nothing 
strange about it: the Apostles are say- 
ing the same thing when they call 
Jesus “Lord.” Sometimes the two 
expressions occur side by side, as 
when Luke records that Paul at Rome 
was “preaching the kingdom of God 
and teaching those things which con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ.” More 
often we find simply “Lord Jesus” in 
the place where we found “kingdom 
of God” in the Gospels: as it must be 
given a man to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God, so no man can 
call Jesus Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost; and the church, which longs 
for the time when her night of weep- 
ing will be the morn of song, can pray 
either: “Thy kingdom come!” or 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


Search for Certainty 


In the wise and troubled age of this second half of the 
20th century, a gullible and groping sector of the American 
populace hears about “The Search for Bridey Murphy” 
and grasps for the answer to “What happens after death?” 
Many of these people who have perhaps seldom bought 
a book are now buying the account of a hypnotized house- 
wife whose conversations under hypnosis (see WITNESS, 
April 10, page 4) have been recorded by a Colorado con- 
tractor. It is evidently not the person in whom the bewil- 
dered sector is interested. It is looking for the certainty 
that the soul does not perish after the body dies; it is ask- 
ing Job’s question: “If a man die, shall he live again?” 

Some interpretations of Bridey Murphy’s conversations 
refer to “reincarnation” — the cycle of rebirth which 
Buddhism and various cults of theosophy claim as the way 
to reach a state of blissful perfection. Psychiatrists, ex- 
plaining away all mystery from the Bridey Murphy story, 
say the unconscious mind stores material — including in- 
formation, imagination, reading, history, oral reports — 
that are not in immediate awareness. Under hypnosis 
a person may draw from the unconscious mind recollec- 
tions that the conscious mind has long forgotten. 

Does the soul send messages to earth? God’s inerrant 
Word gives divine answers to the question of reincarna- 
tion: “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts perish.” “The dead know 
not anything ... neither have they any more a portion 
forever in anything that is done under the sun.” — This is 
one side of the question. But there is another, assuring 
us that for the Christian there is a blessed existence be- 
yond the grave. 

The comforting words of Christ to His disciples bring 
certainty to His believers — observing His Ascension this 
week — that they will be with Him in eternity: “I go to 
prepare a place for you. ... I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also. 
And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. ... 
I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me.” There is no other way. There 
the groping ends. The believers in the Son of God look 
forward with sure conviction to the hallowed and beautiful, 
“far more exceeding and eternal weight of: glory.” 


Problems of Integration 


May 17 will mark the second anniversary of the 
Supreme Court’s historic decision outlawing segregation 
in the public schools. 

How can Christians contribute to a God-pleasing solu- 
tion of the problems created by this ruling and its impli- 
cations? 

Christians will, of course, obey this law of the land, 
as they obey all the other laws of the land provided they 
are not in conflict with the Word of God. 

More than that. In this period of racial readjustments 
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Christian people are not motivated primarily by a ¢ 
law, but by a spiritual imperative which they are bo 
to heed. Christians believe—and are to witness 
thought, word, and deed to their belief —that Jesus ¢ 
for all. Christians make it clear that they harbor no p 
udice or ill will toward the members of any race. 

Christ’s men and women will not be ruled by extrer 
of feeling in the controversial issues of general integrati 
but will unreservedly obey the Savior’s new comma 
ment: “that ye love one another.” 

Christians can also speed the solution of the perplex 
problems raised by the Supreme Court’s ruling by 4d 
cussing these problems in their respective congregatio 
circuits, and Districts. Northerners, Midwesterners, We 
erners, and Southerners cannot resolve one anothe 
difficulties. They can indeed encourage and exhort 
another to practice Christian love. But ultimately ez 
District, circuit, congregation, and individual Christi 
must work out racial problems according to dictates 
conscience enlightened by the Word of God. 

One virtue needed especially now is patience — god 
patience — while the Head of the Church leads the men 
bers of His body through this turning point in histor 
There is no quick, easy answer to the problems of int 
gration, as there is no neat, tailor-made solution to oth 
problems besetting the church. 

Much earnest prayer is required therefore over t 
grave issues of segregation and desegregation. God 
quietly guiding us into all truth. God knows that in mat 
areas there may be more progress in the direction 
integration than any of us realize. In the last analys 
there is no racial tension among Christians because Chri 
tians on either side of the problem receive one another 
brothers and sisters in Christ even where social segreg 
tion exists. 

The key to the problems of integration is love! 


Reaching or Receiving? 


The words reaching and receiving can describe prope’ 
or improperly our relationship with our God and with ¢ 
fellow men. To use reaching to explain our relation 
with God is a mistake. To look on Christianity as a reac 
ing for God, as a reaching to come up to God’s standar 
is to turn Christianity into a religion of man’s own effo 
To use receiving to define our relationship with our fell 
men is likewise a mistake. To think only of receiving 
dealing with those about us is to turn human relationsh 
into a sea of selfishness and self-seeking. 

Christianity receives by faith as a free gift from 
Lord His blessings of forgiveness and godliness. Chi 
tianity reaches the hand of love and helpfulness to the n 
next door, to all the needy round about us, to the sin 
who needs to receive the same grace we have received. 

Before we can reach our fellow men, we must rec 
from the Lord. But when we have received from the L 
we must also reach our fellow men. 
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»OSE LEAVES 


Religion and the Arts 


idence continues to accumulate that theologians and 
ries are paying new attention to the arts. What is 
reassuring is the news that the foundation-blessed 
ries are not the only centers of this revival and 
sion of religious interest. ... Just completed in Saint 
at Concordia Seminary is a week of dramatic 
mances, lectures, and colloquia on the relation of 
n and drama. This is no new interest or vogue- 
d concern at Concordia either. The Missouri Synod 
ary has a gleaming record for excellence in its 
1 activities. Its radio station is a musical oasis in 
istic desert of St. Louis air. The serious music, both 
al and contemporary, which it broadcasts all day 
vart of the evening, is always distinguished and 
tant. Nothing trivial; no mood music. What other 
ry buys contemporary art for its permanent col- 
¢ A fairly recent Burchfield would quicken any 
ft in any museum, and Concordia acquired the paint- 
fore last year’s New York show which so burnished 
ifield’s reputation. Missouri Synod architecture is out 
nt, too. Has any new church yet come up to Saa- 
4 perfect Christ Church in Minneapolis? — The 
ian Century. 


Sanctuary Lamp 


cause Jesus had said, “I am the Light of the world,” 
jians often placed a sanctuary lamp at the foot of the 
sross and thereby sought to give expression to their 
5 conviction that in the light of the Savior’s cross the 
God forever burns and glows and enfolds all of His 
en in the warmth of His divine solicitude. 
times have changed. The pendulum of “reform” 
yung far to the left and cast into discard so many of 
sautiful customs and so much of the sacred symbol- 
ld throughout centuries of ecclesiastical history. It is 
amonplace that thousands of Protestant, including 
jeds of Lutheran, churches are not only tightly locked 
sh the week, but that even if a lone worshiper were to 
» entrance, he would find in the “House of God” the 
7 empty echo of the tomb and an air of utter deser- 
aggravated and heightened by the absence of even 
jering symbolic light on the altar. One might almost 
+ to find pinned to the door of such a church a hastily 
led note “Gone for the week, will be back for a few 
“next Sunday morning.” 
‘s our conviction that Christ is the Light of the world 
nat in Him the lamp of God’s love burns through 
hour of darkness for us. Could not this conviction 
yen more adequate expression by placing a time- 
2d, symbolically rich, and traditionally significant 
1ary lamp at the foot of the cross on the altar? — 
“mer Record, St. Paul, Minn. 


Becoming a Disciple of Jesus 


oerson may have a whole bookshelf full of books on 
matics, but if he hasn’t opened any of them he will 
+» much of a mathematician. No one will be able to 
a mathematical problem correctly unless he follows 
ales of the science. Similarly one will not become 
liple of Jesus by possession of a great number of 
- and other Christian literature. Even if one has 
rized great portions of the teachings of Jesus but 
1ot use His doctrines as guides in life, it will be very 
It to consider him a disciple of Jesus. To be a true 
a one will need to accept and live all that He taught 

an, Himself, and the Father. — Ansgar Lutheran. 
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Whats the Amun? 


Question: Is it true that in drawing up his Ninety-five Theses 
Dr. Martin Luther threw out the doctrine of the Holy Trinity? 


Answer: You may rest assured that the source 
from which you received this information is utterly 
wrong. To be sure, Luther does not use the term 
Trinity in these theses. That doctrine was not an 
issue between him and the Roman Church, nor is 
it an issue today. At the same time he mentions 
all three Persons of the Godhead in these theses, in 
which his real and chief target was the iniquitous 
traffic in indulgences. A brief glance through the 
index to his many writings reveals that the great 
Reformer had much to say on this doctrine and 
that your informer is ill informed. 


Question: Can a Christian be a criminal lawyer? 


Answer: That is a problem for the lawyer to 
decide between himself, his conscience, and his God. 
Every accused man has a right to defend himself, 
and a wronged man may seek legal redress (but see 
1 Cor. 6:1-8). A Christian lawyer has the right to 
represent such clients so long as honesty and integ- 
rity are preserved and all falsity and deceit are 
scrupulously avoided. A Christian lawyer cannot 
deliberately misrepresent a case or counsel his client 
to give perjured testimony to obtain a favorable 
verdict, even though no injustice is done to an in- 
nocent person. Such high ethics will not bring 
a lawyer popularity or gain, but these are not his 
chief concern. With God’s help he wants to remain 
a man of honor. On the other hand, a Christian 
lawyer can, because of his higher ethics, be a tre- 
mendous influence for good in the promotion of 
justice and right as well as in the settlement of the 
problems of divorce-minded clients. He will also 
ae ae find opportunity for Christian witness as 
well. 


Question: Is it right to destroy large quantities of milk, as 
has currently been done in one of our large cities, in an 
effort to secure higher prices? Would it make a difference 
if the milk belonged to those who destroyed it rather than 
to someone else? 


Answer: There is no justification for such lawless 
action. If the milk belonged to others, such action 
would be a violation of the Seventh Commandment, 
which protects our neighbor’s property. If it be- 
longed to such individuals, their action would be 
a transgression of the First Commandment, which 
demands that we fear, love, and trust in God above 
all things. Such fear and love requires that we be 
good stewards of God’s gifts, not wastrels or de- 
stroyers of them. No child of God will have a part 
in such tactics, even though he has just cause for 
complaint. In this case also the Fifth Commandment 
would come into consideration because of the harm 
that must inevitably come to some people, especially 
to children, who by such activities are deprived of 
vital food. 0. ES. 


WHAT IS A DOCTRINE? 


Report of the St. Louis and Springfield Seminary Facul- 
ties and the Committee on Doctrinal Unity 


n answer to the question: “What is 

a doctrine?” the 42d regular con- 

vention of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, assembled at Hous- 
ton, Tex., June 17—26, 1953, resolved: 
“That this question be referred to the 
Committee on Doctrinal Unity and 
the faculties of our two theological 
seminaries for joint study” and “That 
the results of this study be made 
available to all pastors, teachers, and 
congregations of our Synod” (Pro- 
ceedings, p. 539). 

The 39th regular convention, as- 
sembled at Saginaw, Mich., June 21 
to 29, 1944, had adopted the following 
definition of a Scriptural doctrine: 
“A Scriptural doctrine is a truth con- 
tained in, expressed by, or properly 
drawn from, Scripture” (Proceedings, 
p. 250). The request for a new de- 
finition of “a doctrine” shows how 
difficult it is to formulate a satisfac- 
tory definition. 

Christians must not, however, grow 
weary in their concern for doctrine, 
for God’s own Word is at stake. The 
Formula of Concord declares: “We 
believe, teach, and confess that the 
sole truth and standard according to 
which all dogmas together with all 
teachers should be established and 
judged are the prophetic and apostolic 
Scriptures of the Old and of the New 
Testament alone.” Hence in any de- 
finition of a doctrine, Scripture is the 
most important term. 

While the whole content of Scrip- 
ture may be summed up under the 
term “doctrine,” the term “a doctrine” 
has in the usage of the church come 
to have a more restricted sense and 
may be defined as follows: 

A doctrine is an article of faith 
which the church, in obedience to her 
Lord, and in response to her specific 
needs, derives according to sound 
principles of interpretation from 
Scripture as the sole source of doc- 
trine and sets forth in a form adapted 
to teaching. 


Comment on the Definition 


I. A doctrine. In the Lutheran 
Church the term “a doctrine” is used 
to designate the church’s formulation 
of a part of the Scriptural revelation 
of the will of God. 


II. Is an article of faith. Every 
doctrine must be organically related 
to the intention of the holy and gra- 
cious God for the faith and life of 
man as revealed in His Word. 


III. Which the church, in obedi- 
ence to her Lord. Every claim of 
God upon men is to be received by 
eee in the full obedience of 
aith. 


IV. And in response to her specific 
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needs. The formulation of such doc- 
trines is conditioned by the historical 
situation in which the church finds 
itself. 


V. Derives according to sound 
principles of interpretation from 
Scripture as the sole source of doc- 
trine. Such formulations are based 
either on express statements of Scrip- 
ture, or on direct implications of 
Scripture statements, or on a synthe- 
sis of a number of related statements 
of Scripture. The procedure in each 
case must be in accordance with the 
basic law of interpretation that Scrip- 
ture is its own interpreter and as 
divine revelation claims total sub- 
mission from man. 


VI. And sets forth in a form 
adapted to teaching. The purpose of 
these formulations is that of commu- 
nication, whether it be for preaching. 
teaching, refuting error, or defending 
the truth. “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

April 10, 1956 


Signed 
Watter A. Barpier, Chairman 
Committee on Doctrinal Unity 


ALFRED O. FUERBRINGER 
For the faculty of 
Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis, Mo. 


WALTER A. BAEPLER 

For the faculty of 

Concordia Theological Seminary 
Springfield, Ill. 


MISSION REVIVAL 
SWEEPING SYNOD? 


hat’s the way we see it. We are 
convinced that a missionary re- 
vival is beginning to sweep 
through every section of Synod. What 
we have seen and heard thrills us 
deeply. More and more congrega- 
tions are beginning to take their mis- 
sionary obligation seriously. In many 
congregations the cause of missions 
is no longer treated as a project out- 
side the immediate concern of the 
congregation. It has become a vital 
part of their ongoing, year-round 
program. That’s all for the good. 
How do we account for this 
“change of heart”? Was this due to 
our meeting in St. Paul last summer 
where “Our Venture of Faith” was 
launched? Some think so. We don’t. 
We like to believe that God through 
His Spirit was cultivating a growing 
missionary zeal among our people 
which burst into flame at St. Paul. 
And this missionary spirit is now be- 
ing fed and fostered by a broad and 
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~ this year will be reached by an eve 
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deep program which has as its ¢ 
much more than meeting our cht 
stepped-up goal of $12,900,000 i 
The “Our Venture of Faith” pro 
is essentially a sustained effort to 
our people into the Scriptures t 
their missionary obligation the 
clearly, to win more of our p 
to pray more fervently and 
quently for the world’s lost mi 
for whom the Savior gave His 
on the cross, and to inform our pé 
better on what they are achie 
under God, through their own 
sionary program through Synod. 

This program is taking root. 
a result, a revival of missionary in 
est and zeal is much in evide 
Many more congregations, as a ré 
of this program, are discussing 
sions, are praying more, and gi 
more, for missions. How else ca 
account for the great increase in? 
sionary offerings — 59.3% over 
first two months of last year? 

But will we reach our $12,900 
goal this year? In spite of the 
fine increase over the first two mo} 
of last year we had an operating 
icit of $907,244. 

Let’s look at the record. 
Synod needs $1,075,000 a month 
reach its $12,900,000 goal. For 
first two months of this year rece 
should have been $2,150,000. Yet ¢ 
$1,242,756 was received. This is $4 
000 more than was received d 
the first two months of last year 
still $907,244 short of what was nee 
during the first two months of f 
year. 

It is well to remember in this ¢ 
nection that the first two monthi 
every year are “slow” months | 
mission offerings. The climax in 
ferings during the first six months 


member visitation of our member, 
the weeks preceding Pentecost. 14 
visitation has as its primary purp 
to win our people, one by one, 
a deeper concern for the world’s f 
ishing millions. 

Will we reach our 1956 goal? 
will. We must. God is calling 
course it will take a lot of missiot 
education, inspiration, and infor. 
tion. That means work, much W 
especially in those _ congregat 
which have been slow in respon 

Let’s continue to feed and fe 
the mission “revival.” .To that 
may the miracle of Pentecost cont 
among us by a larger outpourir 
God’s Holy Spirit. Then, as on 
first Day of Pentecost, God will 
to our faith, our numbers, and t 
mission receipts. Let’s make 
Venture of Faith” an adventu 
faith, so that God may work thi 
us that which we cannot do by 
selves — no matter how hard w 


J. E. HERRMAD 
St.Louis Stewardship Cow 
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The Lutheran service, which I conduct in the Frankfurt subarea 
chapel every Sunday morning at 0845, is attended by service people 
who often travel miles to attend. One young man comes from Mainz 
nearly every Sunday. He gets up at 6 A.M., catches the early train, 
which brings him to Frankfurt in time to be one of the first at the 
service. There is also a group from Hanau, about 20 miles away; and 
a group from Oberursel, about 15 miles away. Occasionally people will 
come from Darmstadt and Wiesbaden. Some will go a long way to 
attend a Lutheran service. Others, who are only a walk of ten minutes 
away from the chapel, can never seem to make it. The man from 
Mainz, who travels 60 miles to go to church, has never complained that 
he has to get up too early or that it is too far. 

Chaplain John W. Grapatin 
Recently transferred to 
Fort Bliss, Tex. 


\=- MAN to MAN 
Almost Unbelievable 


“The temptations over here in the Orient are almost unbelievable,” 
writes one of our chaplains. “There are many loose women. With the 
men away from home and almost no social life, many are drinking far 
too much. Certainly there are those who are fighting these temptations. 
But they need the best help that we can possibly give them. 

“TI don’t believe that many people back home realize that our service 
people need spiritual help more now than during war. It may be hard 
for a person who has never experienced it to understand the mood of 
depression that comes over a boy who spends day after day in the same 
bay, going to chow at the same time, eating the same regularly chang- 
ing food, seeing the same faces. 

“Synod’s Armed Services Commission is doing an excellent job of 
referring names of the Lutheran boys in my area and in sending out 
regular literature. Our church has established an outstanding record in 
its Armed Forces work. Let us continue to give this cause all the co- 
operation we can. If we don’t keep our Lutheran young men strong while 
they are in service, what will happen to our future church?” 


The Lutheran service center, Yokosuka, Japan 


After a hard day’s drilling, or when “the fleet’s in,” 
the serviceman wants some fun. Often he lights out for 
the nearest city. Here his church has a special respon- 
sibility toward him. The devil spends millions of dollars 
for his patronage. Taverns and places of sinful amuse- 
ment beckon to him along the neon-lit streets. The 
church must work as hard — harder — than the forces 
of evil, to give the serviceman every help in his fight 
against temptation. Your church seeks to do that, in 
part, through Lutheran service and parish centers, 
where a man may enjoy the fellowship of other Chris- 
tians, have recreation in a wholesome Christian atmos- 
phere, or consult a pastor of his church. This “away- 
from-camp” program is under the supervision of the 
Lutheran Service Commission, with offices at 2633 16th 
St. N. W., Washington 9, D.C. 


“If | Had One Wish” 


The last two years of my enlistment in the United 
States Air Force were spent at Yokota Air Base in 
Japan, where I attended church services at the Tokyo 
Lutheran Center. I could not believe it possible that 
I would be able to attend a Lutheran Sunday service 
just like those back home. 

Over a year later a Lutheran service center was 
opened at Tachikawa. I’m sure I speak for the many 
others who came to the center regularly when I say 
that it was the most wonderful thing that ever came 
to Tachikawa. Many of us made the center our home 
away from home. Through the tireless efforts of Mrs. O. 
H. Theiss, the hostess, along with those of the service 
pastors, the building changed from a structure of wood 
and glass to the warm place it is today. 

If I had one wish, it would be that a place like the 
Tachikawa Lutheran Center be erected at or near every 
military base. To all of you of the Armed Services 
Commission and the Lutheran Service Commission, 
I send sincere thanks for what you have done for our 
service people. No one can appreciate what you are 
doing, unless he has been in the military. 

Richard A. Daum 
93-40 Queens Blvd. 
Rego Park, N.Y. 
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Veterans... 


ROBLEMS OF DISABLED VETERANS 


Hospitalized veterans have troubling problems of the 
ind and soul as well as of the body. Through the 
saling comfort of God’s Word our chaplains and hos- 
tal pastors seek to aid them in their fight to regain 
salth and happiness. 

Here are some of the difficulties that trouble ex- 
rvice people and some examples showing how our 
iaplains — working with doctors, psychiatrists, and 
her members of the hospital staff—seek to solve 
em. (These are actual cases. For obvious reasons 
e names have been altered.) 

LOUIS is despondent because of his physical handi- 
‘1p. By pointing to inspiring examples from the Bible 
id daily life, the chaplain seeks to instill attitudes of 
ypefulness and courage. 


Each of the Veterans Administration's 155 hospitals 
and homes is served by a chaplain or pastor of our 
Synod. Peak case load of World War | veterans will 
be reached in 1960. 


JACK wanted to take his own life. The chaplain 
applied the comfort and encouragement of God’s Word 
with all the power and urgency at his command. Jack 
gradually gained control of himself and through the 
power of the Gospel overcame his difficulties. 


GEORGE, an alcoholic, had lost his self-esteem. The 
chaplain, working with the hospital psychiatrist, at- 
tempts to find the cause of his alcoholism and encour- 
ages improvement through prayer and church attendance. 


JOHN can’t read or write, but he wants to study 
religion. The chaplain is instructing him by means of 
pictures and signs. 


JOE despairs because of his past neglect of the Word 
and Sacraments. The chaplain brings him gracious as- 
surances of forgiveness from the Word of God. Grad- 
ually Joe’s faith in the Savior and his hope, too, are 
growing. 

Thus each man has his problems. And our chap- 
lains — by faithful visitation and sympathetic listening 
—hby working together with the various hospital doc- 
tors — above all, by applying the healing Word of God, 
can oftentimes bring light into saddened lives and help 
disabled veterans in the battle to regain their health 
and peace of mind. 


ING HYMNS IN FIELD 


In Germany we have quite a bit of field work, and 
always have your Loyalty-Christ and Country order 
service with me. When I have time, I pass it around, 
id we sing hymns out of it. 


Clifford Kath 
Trinity, Great Bend, N. Dak. 


IN AN ISOLATED SITE 


I wish to thank you for all the useful information 
id advice you have sent me every month during the 
ust year. I have been on an isolated site for about 
: months, and it is very comforting to receive Loyalty 
rmons put out by our church. 

Claude L. Spencer 
St. Stephens, Hickory, N.C. 


EARING OUT A PAPER CROSS 


Faced with identifying my presence to a blind and 
2af patient, otherwise normal, the problem was readily 
ved by tearing out a paper cross. After identifying 
.e cross, the patient was enabled to associate and 
mee DizZe the chaplain. Chaplain Harold E. Berger 

VA Hospital, Danville, Ill. 


\VE YOU GIVEN THE LATEST ADDRESS OF YOUR LOVED ONE IN 
VICE TO HIS HOME PASTOR? ONLY IF THIS INFORMATION IS 
THE FILES OF SYNOD’S ARMED SERVICES COMMISSION CAN THE 


DAA AAICCIEMAL AFAIMER FPFALIISE 


Every service member of our chure 
whose correct military address is on th 
files of Synod’s Armed Service 
Commission receives monthly mailine 
of devotional literature prepare 
specifically for men and women i 
the Armed Forces. The Commissic 
publishes 53 different *‘printe 
weapons.’ Last year more tha 

a million pieces of literature we: 
mailed from its offices at 2633 161 
St. N. W., Washington, D. | 


development of our Syr 
\ and Panama. 


OTHERS THREW SHOES 


Some of the most effective mission work done 
anywhere is being carried on in the Armed Forces, 
we are convinced. “A young buck private in my 
squadron,” writes R. L. McDonald, “would kneel 
at his bunk and pray each night before going to 
bed. Some of his buddies ridiculed him. A few 
even went so far as to throw shoes at him while 
he was kneeling. Finally, the sergeant who was in 
charge of the barracks told him to pray while he 
was lying in bed and maybe in that way he would 
avoid a lot of trouble. But the young private still 
insisted on kneeling and talked to the sergeant 
about his beliefs and his God. Within a week he 
had the sergeant kneeling at his own bunk before 
retiring. Within a month’s time the biggest major- 
ity of the young man’s friends in this barracks 
of 75 men were praying before taps.” 


MISS AN SUN JA 


On the back of one of his monthly reports to 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission, Chaplain 
Milton C. Gundermann wrote the following: 


Nothing much has happened here lately, and 
still many things have happened. There is An Sun 
Ja, an orphan girl of eight who has a hare lip 
which has never been treated. How to help this 
little girl? Maybe the staff at 121 Evacuation 
Hospital will help. 

I brought her down with me. She has thin 
wrists and arms. Her hands aren’t any bigger 
than two of my fingers. 

Don’t look down little girl. I am not going to 
laugh at you. I must know whether you have 
a single or double hare lip. “I would like to help,” 
says Dr. Eisner, “but we have a polio epidemic on 
our hands right now. I’m sorry, Chaplain.” 

“Sure, I understand. The G.I.’s come first.” 

A kid asked me the other day: “Why does 
God allow all this suffering?” 

I said, “He has also put you here to do some- 
thing about it.” 

So we chaplains go on with our happy smiles, 
and all the while deep inside a change is taking 
place. We have been here. Something has hap- 
pened. We have seen it. We know about mud 
huts, and fish soun, and little kids with swollen 
bellies, and orphans, and unbelievable filth. Will 


Since the beginning. of World War Hl, 275,000. men. and women 


Savior, doing perionel’s mission work among ‘their buddies and among 
the natives of many lands. 
fellow members in th Ane Forces. were: 


Chaplains, Service Center pastors, and 
of area: assist in: the: 


we forget it? We will try hard. But will we be 
able to forget the ache and gnaw of the heart? 

One thing is sure. Our conviction that the 
world desperately needs faith in our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, that He alone can help, will 
have been strengthened. 


After he was transferred back to the United 
States last December, Chaplain Gundermann re- 
ceived the following letter from a native Korean 
relating in part to the little girl with the hare lip 
mentioned above — Dear Preacher Gundermann: 
“The rounding of the earth is very fast so that it 
is already for half a year that you had leaved 
with us from the orphanage. How are you getting 
along with your family since you have reached 
your earth ... we are knowing you in apprecia- 
tion and all gratitude for making God to us Christ. 
How much you work at battle line of our country 
in jeep for us, your gallant effort shall live in 
history of Kwang Myong orphanage for always. 

. . Miss An Sun Ja become very beautiful girl 
who was operated on lip through you. She proud 
that she became a beauty. We renamed her Miss 
An Gundermann. Children all call her by her 
new name. You are great benefactor to us. Miss 
An have hang down her head when she look at 
your picture on the wall at office. It is very in- 
spired that no one has teached her to do so. Every 
day she pray to Him Savior Jesus.” 


G.1. RETURNS TO. LEPER COLONY 


A 27-year-old former G.I., a Lutheran from 
Wisconsin, determined in 1948, during a two-year 
Coast Guard stretch in the Philippines, to return 
to help the lepers on one of the islands. He is 
now a lay missionary on that island. 

Harold L. Baar, a member of Bethlehem Lu- 
theran Church in Oshkosh, Wis., hopes to establish 
what crops can be grown on the island and to 
teach residents of the Culion Leprosarium to grow 
crops to supplement their meager diets and per- 
haps receive an income from them. 

The island of Culion is 200 miles from the 
nearest mission of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, which sponsors Baar’s work. The 
leper colony houses 6,200 persons with active dis- 
ease, although a village for persons with arrested 
cases was erected not too long ago. Baar, working 
with both groups, seeks to organize Bible classes. 


~ 


PHILIPPINE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


‘uly 8, 1946, Alvaro A. Carino came 
to Manila as the first missionary 
in the Philippines for The Lu- 

theran Church — Missouri Synod. 
ess than ten years later, at a con- 
rence in the same city, January 
—27, 1956, the Philippine Lutheran 
nurch was established. Besides 
»missionaries and two Filipino pas- 
rs, 11 lay delegates attended the 
est delegate convention. The church 
-more than 2,000 members is gath- 
ed from 40 places. 


Essays were presented by three 
issionaries: Pastor Carino reviewed 
@ A. Strohschein, 
Philippines since 
mo and elected vice-chairman of the 
omvention, “What Have the Past 
en Years in the Philippines Taught 
s for the Future?”; Rev. R. Prange, 
ected chairman, “How Shall the 
hurch in the Philippines Deal with 
ie Problem of Concubinage?” a 
ractical paper on a subject impor- 
t in the islands. 

Major action concerned work 
nong the thousands of students in 
anila. Rev. Bruce Cassler, who has 
sen assigned to this project, will 
mtinue to serve as_ conference 
easurer and also assist in some 
arish duties. ; 
_A survey of the whole archipelago 
to be undertaken so that the Phil- 
pine Church may be aware of its 
ission possibilities throughout the 
000 islands. 


Plans for the establishment of 
ssular medical work in Mountain 
rovince were discussed. Six candi- 
ites are requested from the United 
tates in order to intensify efforts. 


Harold Baar, lay missionary in 
ie leper colony on Culion Island, 
as been given land to set up an ex- 
srimental farm, where he will help 
ie negative patients increase and 
versify their food supply. He also 
mducts Bible classes. 


The laymen gave special atten- 
on to the plan of securing more 
eological students for the seminary 

the Philippines. The applications 
three young men have been ac- 
pted. 

Provisions were made for placing 
ymen into positions of trust and 
sponsibility in the church at large. 
It was reported that Rev. N. 
ecker is assisting in the translation 
* the Bible into Ilocano, while 
ev. L. Nau and his helper, Tomas 
atong, are translating the New 
sstament into Kankanaey, which 
e American Bible Society will 


oe Herman H. KopreLMANN 
; { 


AY ie: 1956 


The Philippine Lutheran Church was established at the first delegate convention, held at Manila, 
January 23—27, 1956. 


Key: M— Missionary. P — Pastor. D— Delegate. S — Seminary student. 1st row: Angel Oteaza (S), Robert 
McAmis (M), Louis Nau (M), Simon Bilagot (P), Taciano Soriano (D), Jose S$. Fernandez (D), Federico O. Garcia 
(D), Lorenz Nieting (M), Bernardino Fuliga (D), Alberto Aquino (D). 2d row: Norbert Becker (M), Harold Baar (M), 
Alvaro Judan (D), Alvaro Carino (M), Herman Mayer (M), Arnold Strohschein (M), Henry Aradanas (M), John 
Scholz (M), Jose Cayao (S). 3d row: Primo J. Victorino (D), Tito Cesar (S), Bruce Cassler (M), Herbert Kretz- 
mann (M), Rudolph Prange (M), Louis Dorn (M), Leo A. Pardilla (D), Guillermo Dionisio (P), Santiago Astudillo 


(D), Caday-as Subli (D). 


LAND OF LUTHERANS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Several large Lutheran synods 
have their headquarters and _ their 
chief strength in Minnesota. During 
the middle of the 19th century many 
Scandinavians and Northern Euro- 
peans settled on farms in the Upper 
Midwest, especially Minnesota and 
the Dakotas. The Norwegians 
founded their first Lutheran congre- 
gation in the state in 1854, and Min- 
nesota is their principal numerical 
center. 

We briefly list the Minnesota mem- 
bership of the following: 

1. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Norwegian background), 
with about 215,000 members, more 
than 1,000 congregations. 

2. The Augustana Lutheran 
Church (Swedish background), with 
about 100,000 members, 312 congre- 
gations. 

3. The Lutheran Free Church 
(Norwegian background), with about 
25,000 members. 150 congregations. 

4. The Northwest Synod of the 
United Lutheran Church, with about 
26,000 members, 55 congregations. 


These, together with larger mem- 
berships in the American Lutheran 
Church (53,000), Lutheran Brethren, 
and other smaller bodies, make up 
Minnesota’s Lutheran population, 
some 800,000 baptized members. 
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Minnesota Lutherans also main- 
tain in their midst three seminaries, 
six senior colleges, and three junior 


colleges. 
With Pastors Sievers and Miess- 
ler, Candidates Kahmeyer, Horst, 


and Rupprecht, and a long list of 
succeeding missionaries, who sowed 
the seed of the Word during the past 
100 years, the Minnesota District has 
grown, under God’s blessing, into the 
second-largest District in the Mis- 
souri Synod. 

Grateful to God for a century of 
blessings, the Minnesota District wel- 
comes the 43d Convention of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
to Minnesota, the land of Lutherans. 


Break Up the Fallow Ground! 


In Memory of Dr. F. C Streufert 


Plow up the idle acres, men! 

Break up the world’s vast fallow ground 

Where lurking plowmen of the Foe are 
found. 

Plow up, O men, the barren fields today 

Before the Savior’s mercies fade away. 


Plow up the idle acres, men! 

Put forth the Gospel seed on fallow 
ground 

Where fruits of faith for Christ will soon 
abound. 

There Christ will reap, and we shall live 
to see 

A harvest great for all eternity. 

WALDEMAR B, STREUFERT 

New Athens, Il. 
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SYNOD’S COLLEGES 


Rev. William J. Danker accepted 
the call to the professorship in the 
Department of Missions at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., but will not 
take full charge until the end of the 
spring quarter, 1957. 

Dr. Arthur C. Piepkorn presented 
a series of lectures on “The Theology 
of the Lutheran Symbols” to a group 
of pastors at Concordia College, Saint 
Paul, Minn., on each of the five Mon- 
days of April. 

Almost 70 wives and future wives 
of seminarians are enrolled in a 12- 
lecture evening course on “The Pas- 
tor’s Wife” given by Professors Caem- 
merer, G. Hoyer, Repp, and Wuerffel. 

Missionary Richard A. Poetter, a 
1953 graduate of Concordia Seminary, 
Springfield, Ill., in a letter to the 
Springfielder, thanked members of the 
student body for Christmas greetings 
and gifts sent to him, his family, and 
Japanese Christians of the Niigata 
Prefecture. In that prefecture alone, 
Missionary Poetter wrote, there are 
2,900 Buddhist temples and _ 5,400 
Shinto shrines. Of the 3,900 Chris- 
tians in Niigata only 125 are Lu- 
therans. As in the days of Jesus, so 
in modern Japan, he observed, “it is 
the brokenhearted, the downtrodden, 
the poor and the meek, the sick and 
the invalid,” who have first responded 
to the Gospel. 

Four students of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., at- 
tended the Lutheran student seminar 
in Washington, D.C., March 25—28. 
Sponsored by Synod’s Department of 
Public Relations and the NLC Divi- 
sion of Public Relations, the Wash- 
ington seminar enables Lutheran 
students to observe the Federal 
Government at work. 

During the first quarter of the 
school year chapel collections for 


_ home missions totaled $1,093.84, which 
‘was distributed among 12 agencies. 


The recipients of the weekly offerings 
are chosen by the student senate’s 
religious activities committee. Col- 
lections of the second quarter have 
been designated for foreign missions. 

Dr. Theodore’ G. Stelzer, professor 
of music and education at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., ap- 
pears regularly on “The Visiting Pro- 
fessor,’ a program telecast by the 
University of Nebraska’s Station 
KUON-TV. 

For Religious Emphasis Week at 
the University of Kansas at Law- 
rence, Kans., Dr. Paul A. Zimmerman 
spoke on “Limitations of Science and 
Technology.” At a faculty luncheon 
he discussed “Science and Religious 
Faith.” 

The first Lutheran Collegiate 
Music Festival held at Concordia 
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College, Fort Wayne, Ind., April 8, 
featured choirs of the St. Louis and 
Springfield seminaries, River Forest 
Teachers College, Milwaukee and 
Fort Wayne junior colleges, and Val- 
paraiso University. Several combined 
groups and the massed choir of 350 
voices sang under the direction of 
Dr. William B. Heyne of St. Louis. 

The death of Dr. Paul F. Koehneke 
and the illness of Prof. Ewald Plass 
called for a readjustment of teaching 
loads at Concordia College, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. Professor Plass, author of 
This Is Luther, is convalescing after 
surgery and treatment of a heart ail- 
ment in a Philadelphia hospital. 

Contributions to the college’s 
Diamond Anniversary scholarship 
fund are “most encouraging,” accord- 
ing to President Walter W. Stuenkel. 
A $1,000 gift was matched — in heart 
—by a two-dollar donation from a 
near-blind resident of a Milwaukee 
Protestant home for the aged. 

To aid in the assignment of a 
growing number of scholarships Con- 
cordia College, St. Paul, Minn., has 
appointed a scholarship committee. 

Dean Arthur M. Ahlschwede has 
accepted the appointment to be As- 
sistant Executive Secretary of Synod’s 
Board for Higher Education. After 
serving as high school principal for 
six years, Professor Ahlschwede be- 
came Dean of the college in 1955. He 
will be “greatly missed by the Con- 
cordia family,” wrote faculty member 
Carroll E. Peter. “He has been a 
leader and a friend in many ways.” 

On sabbatical leave for the second 
semester, Prof. Emil W. Luecke, who 
teaches English literature and hu- 
manities in the junior college de- 
partment of Concordia Collegiate In- 
stitute, Bronxville, N. Y., sailed with 
Mrs. Luecke for Europe on March 15. 
The Lueckes will visit cathedrals and 
museums in the major cities of Eng- 
land, France, Germany, Italy, and 
Switzerland. 

At the annual meeting of the 
American Association of Junior Col- 
leges, held March 8—9 in New York 
City, President Albert E. Meyer was 
named to the Administration Organ- 
ization Committee, one of the associa- 
tion’s six standing committees. 

Prof. Frank C. Lankenau, faculty 
member of St. John’s College, Win- 
field, Kans., since 1927, is recovering 
from a severe heart ailment which 
late in December sidelined the former 
big-league pitcher. After two heart 
operations in 1952, he relinquished his 
coaching activities at Winfield but 
continued his classroom duties. 

To help raise additional funds for 
the new dormitory for women, stu- 
dents of Concordia College, Portland, 
Oreg., organized two “work days” and 
contributed their earnings. 

Prof. Paul W. Harms, recently 
named a member of the Senior Col- 
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| 
lege teaching staff, will remain — 
Portland until June. During the ne: 
school year he plans to continue 
studies. 

As the 1956 commencement speak 
the Portland faculty chose Dr. Leo 
ard Ritzman, assistant chief of me 
ical service at the local Veterar 
Hospital. Both Dr. and Mrs. Ritz 
man are graduates of Valparais 
University and the Medical School « 
Washington University, St. Louis. 

For the golden anniversary servic 
of California Concordia College, Oal 
land, Calif., held April 10 in St. Pauli 
Church, San Francisco, synodic: 
Vice-President A.H. Grumm preache 
and Rev. Reno Jeske of Whittie 
Calif., officiated. The two pastoi 
were members of Oakland’s first clas 
in 1906. 

Special offerings of students give 
at the first midweek Lenten service 
to be conducted on the campus wer 
to the Good Shepherd Home of tk 
West, now under construction 
Terra Bella, Calif., for the care an 
training of retarded children. 

Students of Concordia Colleg 
Edmonton, Alta., Can., heard fro. 
Rev. Waldemar Ferber some of tk 
difficulties encountered in bringin 
the Gospel to the deaf. Missionary 1 
the deaf in North Dakota, Paste 
Ferber visited Edmonton to secur 
a Protestant chaplaincy in the city 
new school for the deaf. Since 192 
he has served similar schools i 
Regina, Sask., and Winnipeg, Man. 

For the 1956—57 school yee 
Lutheran Concordia College, Austi 
Tex., will have accommodations ft 
only 120 male students, necessitatir 
a new policy for the admission of me 
and women students. Women may tk 
required to take an additional test 1 
show their qualifications and aptitud: 
for teaching. All new students ai 
required to take mental maturity tes 
and placement tests in college Englis 
classes. 

Eleven students received teachir 
certificates from Concordia Seminar 
Nagercoil, South India, March 23, : 
a graduation service which closed tk 
academic year. Missionary L. V 
Meinzen preached the sermon. 

Rev. B. H. Jackayya accepted tk 
call to be the seminary’s secon 
Indian professor and in June wi 
begin his duties in the pastors’ an 
teachers’ division. The Board of Cor 
trol has authorized the calling | 
a third American pastor to the ser 
inary. 

Christhava Siddhandha Deepika 
the theological quarterly in the Tam 
and Malayalam languages edited k 
the Seminary faculty, is publishir 
a translation of Dr. J. T. Mueller 
pamphlet on the Lutheran Confes 
sions, which will aid discussions wit 
the South India churches. 
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The son of a Lutheran pastor, 
a. Lauris Norstad, has been named 
preme Commander of Allied Forces 
urope. He will succeed Gen. Al- 
1M. Gruenther in the command 
e Western defense alliance, the 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
»ost which President Eisenhower 
Gen. Matthew B. Ridgeway pre- 
usly held. 
“At 49 General Norstad is the 
ingest man and the first Air Force 
cer to head the NATO forces. He 
ame a brigadier general at 36 and 
our-star general at 46. 
His father, the late Rev. Martin 
tstad, was a pastor of the Evangel- 
Lutheran (then Norwegian Lu- 
tan) Church; his brother, Rev. 
iderick M. Norstad, was recently 
jointed to a professorship at Lu- 
- Theological Seminary, St. Paul. 


Lutheran Hour listeners in the 
lippines are growing in numbers, 
ssionary -Louis Y. Nau _ reports. 
hough one Manila station dropped 
program without warning, Mis- 
i1ary Herbert Kretzmann, in charge 
uutheran Hour work in the Phil- 
nes, attributes the increase to the 
gram’s wide coverage over the Far 
t Broadcasting Company, a non- 
Gt Christian group operating two 
%-wave and six short-wave sta- 
is in the Philippines and the 
ent. 

“About 1,100 listeners have en- 
ed in one of our three Bible Cor- 
sondence Courses, and at present 
re are more than 265 graduates of 
se courses,’ Pastor Kretzmann 
|. “Correspondence to the Manila 
iheran Hour office also comes from 
onesia, Burma, India, Vietnam, 
an, and Taiwan. Contributions, 
ugh small in amount, are worthy 
aote.” 

{In Balakbak, Philippines, where 
tor Nau has a radio set, the Lu- 


can Hour “has borne great fruit © 


ong the Igorots. During the week, 
to 200 listen to the broadcast in 
.er Spanish or English. One young 
n, Viernes Logaspi, although at the 
e still pagan, was so impressed 
t+ he enrolled 24 Igorots in the 
lle Correspondence Course. He has 
7 completed the first course, ‘The 
adamentals of Christian Faith,’ and 
eived the grade ‘perfect, ” Mis- 
sary Nau writes. 
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CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION AT 18th AND BIDDLE STS., 


ST. LOUIS, SYNOD’S FIRST 


CONGREGATION FOR NEGROES in the city, holds its ground as Housing Project M-16 towers on 
three sides of the little church. Apartments are replacing slum dwellings which once surrounded 


the sanctuary, dedicated in 1946. 


Rev. William R. Young is pastor of the 105 communicants. 


Mercy Congregation merged with the Church of the Tranfiguration in November 1955. 


Minnesota’s 1956 Mother of the 
Year is Mrs. William F. C. Heise, 80, 
wife of a physician who practiced in 
Winona for more than 50 years. Se- 
lected by a committee headed by the 
state chairwoman of the American 
Mothers, Mrs. Heise qualifies for the 
national Mother’s Day selection. 

She is the mother of eight children. 
Her five sons are doctors who practice 
in the Heise Clinic, which their father 
helped found in Winona before his 
death in 1953. They are Dr. Herbert, 
surgeon; Dr. William, pediatrician; 
Dr. Philip, gynecologist and obstetri- 
cian; Dr. Paul, surgeon and pathol- 
ogist; Dr. Carl, eye, ear, nose, and 
throat specialist. Two of her three 
daughters teach in Minneapolis: 
Adele Heise, Burroughs School, and 
Mrs. Ruth Campbell, Field School. 
The other daughter, Mrs. Dorothy 
Curtis, is a nurse in the clinic. 

Mrs. Heise was soloist and organist 
in St. Martin’s Lutheran -Church 
(Wisconsin Synod), founded by her 
father, Rev. Philip von Rohr. She is 
the aunt of Dr. Alfred von Rohr Sauer 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 


The Synodical Board of Assign- 
ments, meeting in St. Louis April 24 
and 25, had before it 228 calls for 
ministerial positions, with 193 candi- 
dates available, 150 from the St. Louis 
Seminary and 43 from Springfield. 
There were 293 applications for 
vicars, with 189 available. 
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A Batak Lutheran has been named 
commander in chief of Indonesia’s 
250,000-man, predominantly Moham- 
medan army, according to reports re- 
ceived at headquarters of the Lu- 
theran World Federation at Geneva. 
He is Colonel Natusion, a member of 
the Batak Church in Sumatra, largest 
Christian church in Indonesia. 


Vetoing a bill that would have 
exempted Christian Scientists from 
attending required health education 
classes in public schools, Mississippi’s 
Governor J. P. Coleman said he did 
not believe “any church should be 
allowed to dictate what shall be 
taught or what shall not be taught in 
public schools any more than the 
state should have the right to dictate 
the religious beliefs of any church 
when taught in the church itself.” 


President Syngman Rhee, who 
conferred at Seoul with Rev. Werner 
Kuntz, Executive Director of Synod’s 
Board for World Relief, expressed 
the gratitude of his people for the 
large quantity of relief supplies sent 


_to Korea by the Lutherans of Amer- 


ica. Noting that the Lutheran Church 
has no mission in Korea, President 
Rhee considered it “all the more sig- 
nificant” that Lutherans contributed 
to Korean relief because their gifts 
“demonstrate genuine Christian love 
for those who have endured suffer- 
ing.” Pastor Kuntz surveyed LWR 
projects in South Korea. 
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Vv. R. TIEHES 


AT OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, OVERLAND, MO., REV. FRANKLIN W. RITTHAMEL (back row, right) 
on Palm Sunday confirmed 44 girls and boys; 29 attend Our Redeemer Lutheran School, and 15, 


public school. 


Thomas Malcolm Houser (front row, center), a muscular distrophy victim, was confirmed through 
the missionary. efforts of one of the church’s women members who works with Tommy's sister. 
In addition to the pastor, Wilbur Newman, a St. Louis Seminary student field worker, instructed 


Tommy once a week at his home. 


Tommy, whe reads his Bible faithfully, receives his secular 


education through a home teacher in his school district. 


The 22d convention of the Argen- 
tine District, which met at Crespo, 
Entre Rios, February 2—7, was called 
to order by President S. H. Beck- 
mann, who also serves as the Dis- 
trict’s Secretary of Missions and Exec- 
utive Secretary. Prof. Fr. Lange, 
president of the Villa Ballester Sem- 
inary, and Rev. J. P. Horn, secretary 
of its Board of Control, delivered doc- 
trinal essays in German and Spanish 
respectively. 

In the major item of business, the 
delegates adopted new pension regu- 
lations which required many clarifi- 
cations. In a special meeting of lay- 
men, Rev. Harold A. Ott, synodical 
Secretary for Latin American Mis- 
sions, and Edwin Schumm, financial 
secretary of the Board for Missions 
in North and South America, dis- 
cussed salaries, pensions, evangelism, 
and lay participation in the work of 
the church. 

The delegates appreciated a show- 
ing of Martin Luther and The Unfin- 
ished Task even though not every- 
one could understand the English 
sound track. — 

With 16,000 souls and 10,000 com- 
municants, the Argentine District 
conducts missions in Paraguay, Uru- 
guay, and Chile. 


Ray Scherer, NBC’s White House 
radio correspondent, is a member 
of First Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Rev. H. B. Roepe, pastor, in the 
Capital. 

In Denver last September, Mr. 
Scherer was the only network corre- 
spondent covering President Eisen- 
hower at the time of his heart attack. 
At two o'clock on that Saturday 
afternoon, Mr. Scherer broadcast from 
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KOA, Denver, the information of the 
moment that the President had suf- 
fered a digestive upset. Walking back 
to the hotel where the news corps 
stayed, Mr. Scherer saw fellow corre- 
spondents rushing into autos. “Murray 
Snyder wants us all at Lowry Field 
on the double. Something’s up,” was 
the word. Sixteen minutes later in 
the Lowry Field pressroom the news- 
men heard the assistant White House 
news secretary announce: “The Presi- 
dent has suffered an attack of coronary 
thrombosis.” Scherer’s bulletin via 
phone to New York and the Monitor 
audience was the first broadcast to 
the nation of the President’s illness. 

A native of Fort Wayne, young 
Scherer attended St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School and Concordia College. While 
studying at Valparaiso University, he 
worked as a reporter. After service 
in World War II he earned a master’s 
degree in international affairs at the 
University of Chicago and in 1947 
joined NBC’s radio station WRC in 
Washington as a news editor special- 
izing in military affairs. In 1950 he 
married Barbara Hetzner of Peru, Ind. 


A Radio Student-Training Pro- 
gram was inaugurated by Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, in co-operation 
with Radio Station KFUO, located on 
the campus, to give training in reli- 
gious broadcasting and telecasting to 
ministerial students. 

Workshop periods, lectures, and 
demonstrations are held at KFUO, 
where studios and recording equip- 
ment have been made available to the 
41 students enrolled this semester 
and to their instructor, John C. 
Pfitzer of the speech department at 
the Seminary. 
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A father and a son are the pr 
dents of two Missouri Synod ¢ 
gregations jointly owning one s 
tuary, Trinity Lutheran Church, F 
William, Ontario, Canada. Rev. D. 
Bakalyar is pastor of both conga 
tions. 

John Patridge, Sr., is. tbresidentll 
Trinity Lutheran, Slovak, congre 
tion, and his son John Patridge, 3 
heads Tr inity Lutheran, English. 
combined communicant membersh 
of both congregations is 230. 


GEO. L. BUETTNER AND CHAS. G. F. SIM 
recently ended careers of 68 and 49 yec 
respectively, at Concordia Publishing Hou 
Mr. Buetiner, 80, who started work at — 
became head of the pressroom, where he s 
“‘Witness’’ runs increase from 2,500 to mi 
than 400,000. Mr. Simon, 74, head of | 
composing room for 26 years, was clos 
associated with editors of the ‘‘Witness”’ ¢ 
its District editions. The publishing firm o 
fellow workers paid tributes and presen 
gifts to the retiring employees. 


The most important legal issue 
education today is religious instru 
tion, and segregation one of the le 
important of the major school le 


‘questions, Dr. E. C. Bolmeir of Du 


University, Durham, N. C., said in | 
address to the National Association 
Secondary School Principals in Ck 
cago. 

“Tf there is any doubt as to ft 
eventual conformance with the rece 
U. S. Supreme Court decision,” | 
told the educators, “one needs only 
observe the expressed attitudes a 
opinions of college and high-sche 
students of today who will formula 
social policy tomorrow.” 

But concerning religious instru 
tion there is no such common agre 
ment, he stated. Bible - reading — 
schools is legally permitted in m¢ 


‘states, but the teacher must not con 


ment on passages read, and pup: 
who disapprove are not required _ 
participate. While released-time r 
gious instruction has some le 
support, “this type of program crea 
and agitates denominational di 
ences and animosities.” Dr. Bol 
recommended “a program desi 
for the development of moral | 
spiritual values, divorced from 
sectarian influences.” 


.| 


The National Broadcasting Com- 
ny will carry the Lutheran Hour, 
zinning July 1, the Lutheran Lay- 
n’s League, sponsors of the broad- 
st, reported. Heretofore NBC has 
t accepted paid religious broadcasts. 
e LLL is co-ordinating the broad- 
sting for the Lutheran Hour be- 
een the Mutual System and NBC 
achieve maximum coverage with 
aservation of funds. 

The July 1 broadcast will originate 
e from San Antonio, Tex., at the 
ening of the 39th annual convention 
the LLL. - 

Rev. George Wittmer, pastor of 
sssiah Church, St. Louis, will be 
: Lutheran Hour speaker July 8 
September 2. (See page 3.) 


GEORGE MILES RYAN STUDIOS IN 


‘ist Church, Minneapolis, Architectural Prize 
oner. 


'The first choice for general archi- 
tural excellence among all churches 
lt in the U.S. since 1930 was 
wist Lutheran Church, Rev. Wil- 
Buege, pastor, Minneapolis. The 
ard was made by vote of 35 leading 
jhitects, architectural educators, 
rgymen, editors, and specialists in 
arch design who are members of 
Department of Worship and the 
s of the National Council of the 
rches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
‘Zion Church, Portland, Oreg., and 
» churches of the Evangelical 
rmerly Norwegian) Lutheran 
rch — Central Church, Portland, 
Central Church, Eugene, Oreg. — 
re among the 17 other churches 
ed. Pietro Belluschi designed these 
ches, and Eliel and Eero Saarinen, 
' Minneapolis structure. 
Constructed in 1949, Christ Church 
s natural color brick for exterior 
interior finish. The bell tower is 
arated from the main building by 
glass. passageway. Architectural 
m describes the sanctuary as a 
weh in which “art, science, and 
achieve a serene harmony.” 
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Sale or purchase of radio and 
television time for religious purposes 
was condemned by the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches at its annual 
meeting in New York City in March. 
A policy statement issued by the 
commission said the churches have 
a responsibility to “provide high 
quality programs” free as a public 
service, while networks and stations 
should make “desirable broadcast 
time” available for the programs 
without charge. 

The Mutual Broadcasting System 
and the American Broadcasting Com- 
pany now carry a total of 17 programs 
paid for by religious groups. The 
National Broadcasting Company has 
indicated that it is considering the 
sale of radio time to Billy Graham. 
The Columbia Broadcasting System is 
the only network, it was said, that 
appears to be holding firm against 
the sale of time to church groups. 

The commission stated that the 
selling or buying of religious broad- 
casts was “inconsistent with its own 
basis of operation” and “by implication 
with the position of the broadcasting 
industry as expressed in the Televi- 
sion Code.” 

The commission called upon its 
constituent communions, councils of 
churches, and councils of church 
women “to exercise their influence in 
support of this position by discourag- 
ing the practice.” 

The scheduling of sponsored or 
paid religious broadcasts is not an 
“adequate discharge of the public 
service obligation to religion by a 
network or a station,” the statement 
said. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s League 
sponsors the Lutheran Hour, a paid 
religious network broadcast. 


_ rituals. 


“The core of the college fraternity 
system is to receive closer scrutiny 
in the future,” states Dr. Reuben W. 
Hahn, executive secretary of the Stu- 
dent Service Commission, in a report 
recently issued to Synod’s_ student 
pastors. 

The core, he explains, affects “the 
religious features of the organization, 
specially oaths, pledge and initiation 
rituals, and the folly of yielding blind 
approval to an organization whose 
religious features are not examined 
before the students join.” 

“Ts it not high time to voice objec- 
tion to an unintelligent procedure 
affecting the core of the fraternity 
system, instead of expending words of 
protest against peripheral matters?” 
he asks.. Under “peripheral matters’ 
Dr. Hahn lists misdeeds castigated by 
the public — hazing and heartbreaks 
—hbut not touching the religious 
issues. 

Disposed to recognize degrees of 
variation in fraternity rituals, the 
Commission at present levels no 
blanket indictment of the college 
fraternity and sorority system. The 
Commission, however, urges campus 
pastors to counsel students and alert 
them to the deistic, pagan, and 
Masonic flavor in some fraternity 
Lutheran students are asked 
to examine the rituals before pledging 
fraternities. 

Dr. Hahn referred to the work of 
Synod’s Commission on Fraternal 
Organizations, of which Dr. Paul M. 
Bretscher of the St. Louis Seminary 
is chairman. The CFO’s revised edi- 
tion of Handbook on Organizations 
will contain a documented chapter 
on campus fraternities. 

The Student Service Commission 
has endorsed Beta Sigma Psi, a Lu- 
theran social fraternity. 


ON PALM SUNDAY OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, MUSKEGON, MICH., REV. HAROLD A. IBEN, PAS- 
TOR, RECEIVED 45 MEMBERS BY CONFIRMATION. Organized with 51 people in 1946, the con- 
gregation now numbers 550 communicants and 1,000 baptized members. As a mother church it 
helped found two other churches — St. Mark’s of Muskegon and Faith of Whitehall — with 
transfers of approximately 100 communicants. 
Without a sanctuary of its own in its 10-year existence, Our Redeemer has worshiped in the 
auditorium of its parochial school, to which the congregation attributes much of its growth. Plans 


are now being laid for a church and for additional classrooms. 


In 10 years the congregation 


has received by Baptism 520 people — 370 children and 150 adults, and by confirmation 393— 


95 children and 298 adults. 
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MISS EUNICE RIEMER, 22, who could pass for 
an airline stewardess in her chic uniform, is 
the only deaconess in the Florida-Georgia Dis- 
trict of Synod. As parish worker at Holy Cross 
Congregation, Rev. B. Schumacher, pastor, she 
teaches religion in the church’s day school, 
which has an enrollment of 350 pupils from 
kindergarten through the seventh grade. She 
also directs the children’s church, a Sunday 
service held for four- to nine-year-olds while 
their parents attend regular services. In addi- 
tion, she calls at homes of youngsters who 
miss school or do not attend any church, helps 
instruct confirmation classes, and assists in the 
office work of the Sunday school. Miss Riemer 
recommends her vocation as ‘‘interesting and 
a way to give your entire time to the Lord.” 


Committees of Synod’s_ three 
Districts in Canada met in Winni- 
peg April 4 and 5 to consider their 
incorporation into a Canadian church 
with a government charter, while re- 
taining their status with the parent 
body in the U. S. The three Districts 
are Alberta and British Columbia, 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and 
Ontario. 


Five editors of Southern Prot- 
- estant publications agreed at the 
Toronto meeting of the Associated 
Church Press that “segregation will 
go and is going” in the South of the 
U. S., but desegregation will be 
achieved faster if “outside forces” 
permit it to be accomplished on the 
local level. 

The five panelists discussing 
“Southern Reaction to the Supreme 
Court Decision on Desegregation in 
the Public School” were J. Claude 
Evans, South Carolina Methodist Ad- 
vocate; Brig. Lillian E. Hansen, At- 
lanta (Ga.) War Cry; Ewing T. Way- 
land, Arkansas Methodist and Louwi- 
siana Methodist; Aubrey N. Brown, 
Presbyterian Outlook (Va.); and 
Louis B. Reynolds, The Message 
(Tenn.). 

The ACP meeting also recom- 
mended open discussion of problems 
creating tension between Protestants 
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and Roman Catholics. “Since the sec- 
ular press is afraid to deal with these 
issues,” Dr. C. E. Silcox, former ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Christian 
Council of Canada, said, “it becomes 
the obligation of the religious press 
to do so.” 

Rev. Andre Poulain of the French 
Presbyterian Church of Montreal 
stated that French Canadian Prot- 
estants are not permitted to send their 
children to French-speaking schools, 
are denied access to the French press, 
and are barred from using govern- 
ment-controlled radio and television 
facilities. 

A survey among 132 member pub- 
lications of the ACP, made by Pres- 
byterian Life, showed that 83 carry 
advertising and 49 do not. 


Dr. Martin Piehler, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Northern Illinois Dis- 
trict, when reporting on the 1955 
mission budget, told various con- 
ferences that an 86-year-old father 
gave $1,500 for missions with this 
request: “Don’t tell my congregation 
about this; I want my fellow members 
to give their usual share.” An anon- 
ymous woman sent $2,500 “for the 
Lord’s work,” the Northern Illinois 
District Edition states. 


Lutheran World, the publication 
of the Lutheran World Federation, 
in Vol. II, No. 4, issued in March, con- 
tains material on “The Confession,” 
“Christian Education— What Role 
Can the Family Play?” “Liturgics and 
Church Music: Reports from Hol- 
land, Germany, and North America,” 
“World Missions: The Marangu Docu- 
ments and Evaluations,” and reports 
from Geneva, South America, Asia, 
and the Near East. Subscriptions — 
one year (four quarters), $1.75; two 


years, $3.00—may be ordered fro 
Lutheran World, c/o National L 
theran Council, 50 Madison Ave., Ne 
York 10, N.Y. 


Prof. Walter A. Hansen in Ju 
will relinquish his teaching post ¢ 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, In 
to join the editorial department 
Concordia Publishing House. A me 
ber of the Fort Wayne faculty sine 

1918 and head of i 


on the editorial stal 
of The Cresset sin 
the publication of 
first issue in 193 
He is “one of the vet 
eran record review 
ers in this country 
according to the Fo 
Wayne News-Se 
tinel, for which Pro 
fessor Hansen has been music ant 
drama critic. He has also contribute 
to the Concordia Theological M onthl 
and the WITNESS. 


The University of Chicago has ap 
pointed a Lutheran to the joint pro: 
fessorship of religion and health, be: 
lieved to be the first of its kind in th 
U.S. He is Rev. Granger Westberg 
a pastor of the Augustana Lutherat 
Church, who was chaplain of univer: 
sity clinics and associate professor 0 
pastoral care in the Federated The: 
ological Faculty of the university 
since 1952. 

Seminars offered to medical stu: 
dents as well as seminarians will dea 
with case studies of patients whost 
problems have both spiritual anc 
medical implications, the university 
announced. 


Prof. Walter A. 
Hansen 


350 STUDENTS FROM SIX LUTHERAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES PRESENTED THE FIRST COL 
LEGIATE MUSIC FESTIVAL to an audience of 2,200 at Fort Wayne, April 8. Broadcast over Stat o1 
WOWO, the program of sacred music brought responses from Chicago, Indianapolis, Clevelane 


and Detroit. 


Participating in the festival were A Cappella Choir of Concordia Teachers College, River Fo : 
under the direction of Victor Hildner; Chapel Choir of Valparaiso University, M. Alfred Bichse 
A Cappella Choir of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Herbert Nuechterlein; Male Choir of Cot 
cordia College, Milwatkee, Harold Albers; Concordia Seminary Chorus, Springfield, Fred L. Prech 
Concordia Seminary Chorus, St. Louis, William B. Heyne, who was also the festival director. 
Prof, Eugene Nissen of Fort Wayne was chairman of the committee on arrangements. Members 
the orchestra were drawn from participating schools. 
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itual Power for Your Congregation: 
A Quide to Lay Activity in the 
Kingdom. By Carl W. Berner. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis. 
116 pages. Paper. $.75. 


iritual Power for Your Congregation: 
Pastor’s Handbook and Idea Kit. By 
Carl W. Berner. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis. 56 pages. 
Paper. $1.50. 


‘This book excels because of its posi- 

approach to the vital task of spirit- 
izing the work of the Christian con- 
gation. The guide is recommended 
ding for every layman, and pastors 
1 find the companion handbook rich 
practical suggestions. (See descrip- 
n on back page.) 


: 


More Excellent Way. A Handbook for 

Church Women. By Ruth Nothstein. 
| Augustana Book Concern. 112 pages. 
_ Paper. $1.00. 


‘In seeking “a more excellent way” 
‘serving Christ and His church, this 
dk offers helpful suggestions to the 
urch woman, not only for the en- 
acement of her own spiritual life with 
jpect to prayer and worship, Christian 
owledge, and Christian living but also 
' such matters as preparing programs 
d leading devotions for church organ- 
‘tions. Chapter bibliographies suggest 
ple resource materials. 


ALBERT G. MERKENS 


vesting Your Life. By Waldo J. Wer- 
ning. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 92 pages. 
Paper. $.75. 


The author draws on his experience 
‘Synod’s Department of Stewardship to 
monstrate the truth of his opening 
atence: “When Jesus becomes our 
vior, we become His stewards.” 


After discussing Christian vocation 
d the joy of giving service, he stresses 
® importance of witnessing for Christ. 
the major section on “Investing Your 
mey Where It Really Pays,” the 
ilosophy of giving as a duty to a 
urch budget is duly Christianized. 
The book sounds an irresistible call 
renounce comfortable routines of 
urch activity and to exercise the 
wistian faith seven days a week. Per- 
qal meditations at the close of each 
apter come as aids to the reader’s 
similation of its contents. 


} 

eedom’s Holy Light. By Merrimon 

- Cunninggim. Harper & Bros., New 
York, xi and 192 pages. Cloth. $2.75. 


The author, dean of the Perkins 
hool of Theology at Southern Meth- 
ist University, believes that a knowl- 
e of the origin and nature of freedom 

make for a greater use and deeper 
preciation of it. In the relationship 
tween church and state he would 
yor “no establishment; an organic dis- 
anection between church and state; 
mpathetic association between religion 
d government; full freedom of reli- 
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gion” (p. 136). Rightly he places an 
emphasis on religious freedom; liberty, 
he believes, has a religious base. As 
outcomes he stresses certain civic vir- 
tues: a sense of community, brotherhood, 
free search for, and proclamation of, the 
truth, fair play (pp. 158—164). 


Cart S. MEYER 


Giants of the Missionary Trail. By Eu- 
gene Myers Harrison. Scripture 
Press, Chicago, Ill. 184 pages. $2.50. 


This book deserves a place in every 
school and Sunday school library. Chil- 
dren, also adults, will be captivated by 
the thrilling stories of such great mis- 
sionaries as Henry Nott, William Carey, 
George Grenfell, Adoniram Judson, Sam- 
uel Marsden, David Livingstone, James 
Chalmers, and Jonathan Goforth. 


H. A. MAYER 


Holy Fields. By Howard Kitchen. An 
Introduction to the Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 160 pages. $2.50. 


Whoever wishes to obtain a good de- 
scription of the geography of Palestine 
and its history ought to purchase this 
book. The author, years ago a missionary 
and professor in China, visited Palestine 
and evidently made excellent use of his 
sojourn. He does not confine himself to 
Palestine; he likewise gives an account 
of the lands which form the so-called 
Fertile Crescent, the semicircle skirting 
the vast desert country east and south- 
east of the Holy Land. A chapter on the 
Hittites properly is included. Professor 
Kitchen is a believer in the inspiration 
of the Scriptures and mentions a num- 
ber of faith-strengthening discoveries. 
While the book contains no pictures, its 
maps are extremely helpful. 


WILLIAM F,, ARNDT 


Alive unto God. By Robert C. Davis. 
Vantage Press, New York. 95 pages. 
Cloth. $2.50. 


In ten short chapters the author, a 
Lutheran pastor, develops various aspects 
of the Christian life that is to culminate 
in the full restoration of the image of 
God. Included in the discussion is the 
nature of Christian faith, the power of 
the Word to transform men’s lives, and 
the resources available to the Christian 
in a life of prayer. Instruction is given 
on the possibilities for Christian service 
in whatever calling or life situation the 
Christian may be. The book is written 
in a popular style and offers much Scrip- 
tural and illustrative material in support 
of the author’s positive suggestions for 
the total Christian life. 


HERBERT J. A. BOUMAN 


Introducing Hinduism. By Malcolm Pitt, 


Friendship Press. 60 pages. Paper. 


60 cents. 


This book, one of the first of a new 
series of popular introductions to living 
religions, is written to some extent from 
the Christian viewpoint, but the author 
shows an admirable at-home-ness and 
empathy with Hindu thought. There are 
numerous summaries of Hinduism in the 
index of any large library, but the 
unprecedented changes in the face of 
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Hinduism, even in one generation, the 
ferment brought about by political in- 
dependence, and the impact of both 
Christianity and Western thought, fully 
justify up-to-date reappraisals such as 
this. It is a good introduction to help 
the Western Christian better to know 
his Hindu neighbors and to give just 
a hint of the tremendous and exciting 
possibilities that can develop from the 
continued encounter of the Lord Jesus 
Christ with the age-old, all-encompass- 
ing, elusive, but still vital and adaptable 
system of religions called Hinduism. 


MEINErt H. GRuMM 


Pastor at River Bend. By Clark Duncan. 
Wartburg Press, Columbus. 134 
pages. $1.25. 

The pastor of the title is Ralph Kern 
of First Church. He has quite an ex- 
perience with his “fashionable” congre- 
gation. The proud people don’t want him 
to do any mission work outside the 
parish, and especially not among the 
folks of Elm Street Church, a “lower- 
class” congregation (temporarily without 
a pastor). Kern, who believes in the 
equality of all of God’s children, cannot 
bear self-righteousness and conceit and 
says as much. The people finally force 
him to resign. How he is vindicated and 
how First Church in the end wants him 
back is told in this book. G.L. Winp 


At Work for a Christian World. By 
Archie A. Bolitho. Warner Press. 
124 pages. Paper. 75 cents. 


In three chapters the author portrays 
the work, the motives, and the achieve- 
ments of Christian missionaries through 
the centuries. The most thought-pro- 
voking part of the book describes in 
two closing chapters what needs to be 
done today for a distraught world and 
what we as individuals can do about it. 
The volume is designed to be a guide- 
book for missionary-training classes and 
discussion groups. Recommended to the 
Sunday school teacher, youth director, 
and the leader of missionary education in 
the local church. H. A. Orr 


The Cross and the Eagle. 
Berstl. Muhlenberg Press, 
delphia. 319 pages. $3.50. 


Julius Berstl shows his knowledge of 
the Apostle Paul on almost every page 
of this solid novel. After reading this 
story of the Apostle, from the waters off 
Melita to the dungeons of Rome, one 
should be able to open the Scriptures to 
Acts and the epistles with fresh insights. 
Mr. Berstl also authored The Tentmaker. 
He has had experience in the art of writ- 
ing imaginatively, yet without losing 
grasp of the basic facts in the life of his 
chief character. This amounts to edifying 
and exciting fiction. WALTER RiEss 


By Julius 
Phila- 


The Present Chaos and Our Christian 
Responsibility. By Arthur Voéébus. 
Published by the Estonian Theolog- 
ical Society in Exile. 1607 S. 10th 
Ave., Maywood, Ill. Paper cover. 
64 pages. 

The author of this gripping account 
of the Communist menace and the fright- 
ful suffering of our Christian brethren in 
the countries that were swallowed up by 
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the Communists during and after the 
Second World War was Professor of 
Theology at Tartu University in Estonia. 
He now teaches at the Lutheran Sem- 
inary at Maywood, Ill. He is one of four 
members of the Estonian Theological fac- 
ulty who escaped with their lives. He 
writes as an eyewitness of the horrors 
perpetrated by the Communists and as 
one who passed through the fires of 
Bolshevik persecution. 


His passionate appeal is addressed to 
the Christian leaders of the church. In 
every sentence one hears the cry of an 
anguished soul for his suffering brethren 
and the groans of despair over the indif- 
ference and smugness of Christian the- 
ologians and organized Christianity of 
our time. 


He is bewildered over the fact that 
when Communist traitors and Commu- 
nist sympathizers were tried in the 
American courts or discharged from im- 
portant Government positions, a cloud 
of protest went up everywhere in this 
country. But when tens and hundreds 
of thousands of innocent men, women, 
and children suffered martyrdom in the 
Baltic countries and elsewhere, the 
Christian world remained silent. There 
were no _ protests, no demonstration 
against it, but instead apologies and ex- 
planations. 

This book ought to be read by Chris- 
tian men and women throughout Amer- 
ica. It is a passionate but sober inter- 
pretation of the signs of our time. It 
places the revolutionary events through 
which we have passed, and are passing, 
in the proper perspective. No one will 
lay it aside with an easy conscience. 

A. M. REHWINKEL 


Music 
No. 976226 Kyrie by Mozart. Canon ad 
unisonum. Three Canons for Five 
Equal Voices. Edited by Heinrich 
Fleischer. 65 cents. Concordia Pub- 


lishing House. 


These three Kyrie Canons are a beau- 
tiful contribution by Dr. H. Fleischer and 
- Concordia Publishing House for the 200th 
anniversary of Mozart’s birth on Janu- 
ary 27, 1956. The Canons, intended for 
five equal voices, are set in a comfortable 
range. An inspiring addition to almost 
any service. The editor suggests that the 
canons will also prove stimulating as in- 
structive material for children’s choirs, 
school choirs, seminary choirs, and stu- 
dent groups. Greek text only. Piano for 
rehearsal only. 


No. 98-1126 Te Deum Laudamus — We 
Praise Thee, O God (SATB) by 
Healey Willan. 25 cents. Concordia 
Publishing House. 

The Te Deum is one of the oldest 
hymns of the Western Church. It is the 
proper canticle for matins except during 
Advent and Lent. It may also be sung 
as an anthem of praise as well as national 
celebrations of peace or thanksgiving. 

Ten pages of excellent church music. 
The setting may also be sung in unison 
by treble voices, male voices, or both. 


WALTER WISMAR 


29 PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THREELOGICAL SEMINARY 


death 


Henry J. Kolb (February 27, 1879, 
Staunton, Ill., to January 1, 1956, Peta- 
luma, Calif.), son of Henry and Mar- 
garetha Kolb; graduated Concordia Sem- 
inary, Springfield, Ill., 1902. 

As missionary at large in northern 
Oregon he served congregations at Grass 
Valley, Pendleton, and Monkland, 1902 
to 1903; Hood River and Mosier; and 
Kent, Skye, and Troutdale, Wash., 1903 
to 1907; Mount Angel and Macksburg, 
Oreg., 1907 to 1912; Sherwood, 1912 to 
1918; and he was pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Petaluma, Calif., 1919 to 1933, 
when he retired because of failing health. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Bertha Rorden, whom he married 
in 1906; a son, Irvin; and a daughter, 
Gertrude Stowring, all of Petaluma. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service January 4 in St. John’s 
Church and read the committal rites in 
Liberty Cemetery, Petaluma. Rev. Vic- 
tor Am End spoke for the California and 
Nevada District. RIcHARD W. SCHICK 


Alfred H. Schleef (February 12, 1894, 
Matteson, IIll., to December 19, 1955, Fort 
Smith, Ark.), son of Friedrich and Mar- 
garete Harms Schleef; graduated Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill., 1917. 

He served congregations in East 
Peoria, Ill., 1917 to 1920; Brimfield, IIl., 
1920 to 1922; Chambers, Nebr., 1923 to 
1925; Battle Creek, Nebr., 1925 to 1939; 
and First Lutheran Church, Fort Smith, 
1939 to 1954, when he retired because of 
failing health and was made _ pastor 
emeritus of the congregation. He was 
a former Visitor of the West Arkansas 
Circuit. 

His first wife, the former Olga 
Krieger, whom he married in 1918, died 
in 1925. Their daughter, Florence Anna- 
bel, lives in Reseda, Calif. He is also sur- 
vived by his widow, Meta Simpson, 
whom he married in 1926, and their three 
children: Daniel, Cincinnati, Ohio; Mary, 
Fort Smith; and Roger, a student at Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service December 26 in First Lu- 
theran Church, Fort Smith, and read 
the committal rites in Forest Park Ceme- 
tery. Rev. Richard C. Jahn, Visitor of 
the West Arkansas Circuit of the West- 
ern District, spoke in behalf of District 
President T. A. Weinhold. 

Ep. A. KRAUSE 


Ernst F. Mueller (October 7, 1860, 
Heilbronn, Germany, to February 17, 
1956, St.Louis), son of Heinrich and 
Louise Schwartzkopf Mueller; graduated 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, 1887. 

He held pastorates at Lincolnville, 
Kans., 1887—90; Woodbury, Minn., 1890 
to 1893; Wood Lake, Minn., 1893—1909; 
and Longtown, Mo., 1911—18, when he 
retired from the ministry and moved to 
St. Louis. 

His wife, the former Wilhelmina 
Mueller, whom he married in 1887, died 
in 1955. He is survived by four sons: 
Erwin, Gerald, Oscar, and Charles; and 
six daughters: Mrs. John Matthews, Los 
Angeles; Mrs. Lydia Schwehn, Fort 
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Wayne; and Mrs. Sige Landgraf, 
trude, Irene, and Erika. 

The undersigned conducted the 
neral service February 20 in Mes 
Church, St. Louis, and read the co 
tal rites in Sunset Burial Park. 

GEORGE W. WITTMER- 


Walter D. Bauer (June 1, 1897, C 
voy, Ohio, to February 25, 1956, Fe 
Wayne, Ind.), son of John and Susan 
Gunsett Bauer; graduated Concor 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., 1922. 

In the Manitoba-Saskatchewan Di 
trict he served 14 preaching stations fro 
Morse, Sask., 1922—25; in the Ont 
District he held pastorates at Desboi 
and Marmion, 1925—41; and Fishervill 
1941—51, when he resigned because | 
failing health. The last two years 
assisted the undersigned in Decatur. 

He is survived by his wife, the for 
Ora Ehling, whom he married in 19 
one son, Lt. Arnold, RCAF, Soellinge 
Germany; and five daughters: Mrs. H. ] 
Cornell, Mrs. David Gordon, Mrs. Jam 
Berry Smith, Mrs. Robert Otterman, ar 
Mrs. Lester Mattson, Jr. 

The undersigned conducted the ft 
neral service February 28 in Zion Chure 
Decatur, and read the committal rites } 
Maplewood Cemetery. | 

Epcar P. ScHMIDT 


Edward F. Sylvester (April 4, 187 
Chicago, IIll., to March 2, 1956, Dunde 
Ill.), son of Charles and Wilhelmiz 
Greinke Sylvester; graduated Concoi 
dia College, Fort Wayne, 1892, and Cor 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1895. 


He served congregations in Ka 
Claire, Wis., 1895—1904; Milwauk« 
(Bethany), 1904—10; and Dundee, I 


(Bethlehem), 1910—43, when he retire 

He is survived by his widow, tt 
former Louise Laederach, whom he mai 
ried in 1896; and three daughters: Mr 
E. G. Annell and Mrs. W. P. Doederlei 
Dundee; and Mrs. S. G. Beslem, Gaine: 
ville, Fla. 

The undersigned conducted the ft 
neral service March 5 in Bethlehe 
Church, Dundee, and read the committ: 
rites in East Dundee Cemetery. Rev. E 
mer T. Grotelueschen, Visitor of Ci 
cuit 5, spoke for the Northern [Illino 
District. HERBERT MUELLER 


Martin Zagel (December 16, 186 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to March 10, 195 
Fort Wayne), son of Rev. Andreas an 
Anna Fruechtenicht Zagel; graduate 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 1886, an 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1889. | 

He was missionary at large in tk 
territory around Willow City, N. Dal 
1886—91; pastor of Immanuel Chur 
Utica, Nebr., 1891—1911; Trinity, Gl 
stone, Nebr., 1911—20; and Trinity, Fo 
Dodge, Iowa, 1920—35, when he retire 

He is survived by his widow, tk 
former Amanda Manth, whom he marri 
in 1891; three sons: Rev. Martin FE 
Pasadena, Calif.; Rev. Herman, 
Moines, Iowa; and Milton, Iowa Cif 
Iowa; and four daughters: Ann Allei 
Seattle, Wash.; Jennie Bauer, Gilee 
Nebr.; and Amanda Arkebauer and 
Fort Wayne. 

The undersigned conducted the f 
eral service March i al 
Church, Fort Wayne, and read the col 
mittal rites in Concordia Cemetery. 

Epwin A. NERGER 


illiam C. Kreft (June 23, 1880, 
‘umburg, Ill, to March 12, 1956, 
a, Ill.), son of John and Mary Men- 
g Kreft; graduated Addison Teachers 
ary, 1900; and taught in St. John’s 
veran School, Secor, Ill., 1900—06, 
a he retired because of failing health. 
‘e is survived by his widow, the 
er Clara Dierking, whom he married 
07; and two sons: Dr. Willard, Chil- 
e, Ill.; and Harold, Phoenix, Ariz. 
e undersigned conducted the fu- 
. service March 15 in a Peoria funeral 
2 and read the committal rites in 
Cemetery. 
HERMAN C. LEHENBAUER 


i 


‘illiam E. Landgraf (December 11, 
' Decatur, Ill, to March 12, 1956, 
ings, Nebr.), son of Rev. George and 
sa Wolters Landgraf; attended St. 
’s College, Concordia, Mo.; grad- 
H Concordia College, Milwaukee, 
-and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 


or 52 years he served congregations 
ebraska: Majors and Prairie Center, 
—1906; Prosser (Christ), 1906—27; 
McCook (Peace), 1927—36, when he 
ed and moved to Hastings. From 
he served vacant congregations in 
h Platte, Bloomington and Naponee, 
jen, and Grand Island. He was va- 
y pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 1943 
950, when he resigned because of 
-g health. 

e is survived by his widow, the 
fer Louise Renken, whom he married 
899; three daughters: Mrs. Lydia 
man and Esther, Hastings; and 
George Struss, Juniata, Nebr.; and 
sons: Rev. William G., Elwood, Nebr.; 
Rev. Walter, Wymore, Nebr. 

or the funeral service March 15 in 
Church, Hastings, the undersigned 
thed, Rev. Herman F. Ramelow offi- 
d, and Ernest O. Potratz read the 
aittal rites in Concordia Cemetery, 


‘Hyland, Nebr. Davm Krerrzer 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


lained and Installed: 


endorf, Marvin, assistant pastor, St. John, 
nett; First, Neosho, Mo., by R. A. Meh- 
3, April 1. 

talled: ees 


2, William M., St. John, Blenheim, 
enix, Md., by Charles J, Seevers, April 8. 
Clarence C., St. John, Covina, Calif., by 
®. Faasch, April 8. 

mann, Walter E., Our Redeemer, Moor- 
id; Christ, Georgetown, Minn., by R. R. 
julz, April 1. 

se, Elmer C., Trinity, Adrian; St. John, 
tion, N. Dak., by C. H. Mehl, April 8. 
veyer, Carl, Our Redeemer, Huntington; 
‘eemer, South Charleston, W. Va., by 
_W. C. Birkner, March 18. 

m, Robert G., Grace, South Milwaukee, 
», by C. W. Stradtman, April 8. 

, Walter, St. Paul, Hill Point; St. Paul, 
m Willow, Richland Co., Wis., by Carl 
Selle, April 8. 

‘e, Victor, Cross, St. Paul, Minn., by R. 
Langhans, April 8. 

id Eugene, Redeemer, Joliet, Ill., by 
1 G. Krentz, April 8. 

id, Arthur H., St. Peter, Monte Vista, 
o., by George G. Gesell, April 8. 

z, August A., Grace, Hop Bottom, Pa., 
mil Mach, April 8. 


iY 8, 1956 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Hoeppner, Roland G., St. Paul, Olive, Calif., 
by Lester E. Muhly, March 18. 

Schmitzer, Herman, Immanuel, Saginaw, R. 4, 
Mich., by H. C. Miller, March 11. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Erwin A. Gerken of Puyallup, Wash., 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit 14 of 
the Northwest District. He replaces Rev. A. 
WwW. abeals who accepted a call into another 
circuit. 


Rev. Henry L. Lieske has been appointed 
Visitor of Circuit 5 of the Northwest District 
to replace Rev. Carl Nitz, who accepted a call 
as District Secretary of Stewardship and Par- 
ish Education. — Cart H. BEnsene, President, 
Northwest District. : 


Ralph Dinger has accepted the appointment 
as assistant editor of Vacation Bible School 
Materials for the Board for Parish Education. 
He will assume this position about June 15. — 
ARTHUR L. Mutter, Executive Secretary. 


Election Results 


Dean Leonhard C. Wuerffel of Concordia 
Seminary, St.Louis, has been called to the 
presidency of California Concordia College, 
Oakland. — Epwin MEEsE, Jr., Secretary, Board 
of Control. 


Prof. John F. Stach, Ph.D., of Concordia 
College, Fort Wayne, has been called as pro- 
fessor at Immanuel Lutheran College, Greens- 
boro, N. C. — Epwin L. Wiutson, Chairman, The 
Missionary Board of the Lutheran Synodical 
Conference. 


Calls Accepted 


Rev. W. J. Danker of Chicago has accepted 
the call to the Department of Missions at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. — FReEpERIC 
Nrepner, D.D., Secretary, Board of Control. 


Rev. Walter J. Bartling has accepted the 
call as Associate Professor of Classical 
Languages at Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. —C. E. Auticx, Secretary, Board 
of Control. 


Hotel Accommodations for the 
St. Paul Synodical Convention 
Occupancy Daily Rate 


Sitges SS. 50 and up 

Double (twin beds) __.__.. 8.00 and up 

Suite (4 people) —.__.... 16.00 and up 

Motel (for 2) _— 6.00 and up 
6.00 and up 

10.00 and up 
1.50 


Motel (for 3) _. 
Motel (for 4) - 
OX LE CO ue eee a ee Se 


Some motels have house- 

keeping equipment 
For further information address Con- 
VENTION HousINnG COMMITTEE, Concordia 
College, St. Paul, Minn. 


Notices 


For those who will visit the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Project at Massena, N. Y., or who 
reside in the Massena area, Lutheran services 
are held every Sunday at 10:30 A.M., Mac- 
cabee Hall, 200 E. Orvis St. (Route 37 going 
east), Massena, N. Y. Sunday school and 
Bible class, 9:30 A.M. For further informa- 
tion concerning activities of this mission, write 
Rev. C Brumme, 10 Douglas Rd., Mas- 
sena, N. Y. 


Available 


To any mission: white paraments for altar, 
79 inches’ wide; pulpit, 15 inches; lectern, 
18 inches. — Rev. L. A. Buuck, Garfield, Minn. 


For the asking: 15 juni>r choir gowns, 
black skirts and white surplices. FairH Lu- 
THERAN CHuRCH, 1004 S. Layton Blvd., Mil- 


waukee, Wis. 
Wanted 


Typists and general office workers, Missouri 
Synod Lutherans, to work in Washington, 
D.C. For information write: ARMED SERVICES 
Commission, The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
ened 2633 16th St., N.W., Washington 9, 


Full-time librarian for Detroit Lutheran 
High School. Contact Wittis W. BrepeHort, 
Principal, 5040 Joy Rd., Detroit 4, Mich. 
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Houseparents, single individuals or married 
couples without small children. Age limit, 55. 
Write Director, Lutheran Children’s Home, 
Addison, Ill. 


With freshman enrollments of about 700 
for September 1956, Chicagoland Lutheran 
High Schools need additional Lutheran high 
school teachers with majors in English, social 
studies, mathematics, science, industrial arts, 
and commercial arts. Send names of inter- 
ested, qualified teachers to H. J. BorrrcHer, 
Superintendent, 77 W. Washington, Room 1612, 
Chicago 2, Ill. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Baldwin, Richard E., 1110 Logan, 
Caldwell, Idaho 

Beall, Arthur G., 1709 Cleveland Ave., 
Whiting, Ind. 

Bekemeyer, William C., 207 Mechanic St., 
Chandlerville, Ind. 

Biel, Robert, 1503 S. Berkley, 
Dallas 24, Tex. 

Bliese, William, Dance Mill Rd., 
Blenheim, Phoenix, Md. 

Caemmerer, Prof. Richard R., 
7134 Northmoor, St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Duerr, William L., 1139 S. Douglas, 
Santa Ana, Calif. 

Essig, Ernst H., 4100 Cadillac Blvd., 
Detroit 14, Mich. 

Frese, Royden, Kensington, Kans. 

Geist, Carl T., 8265 Southwest 124th St., 
Miami, Fla. 

Gianvittorio, Antonio F., 30214 Broad St., 
Gadsden, Ala. 

Grabarkewitz, George, R. 1, Vergas, Minn. 

Hethke, Elmer C., Marion, N. Dak. 

Hoffmaster, Paul D., 220 Ghent Rd., 
Akron 13, Ohio 

Kaminski, Ludwig, em., Caixa Postal 127, 
Santo Angelo, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil 

Lamp, Walter, Hill Point, Wis. 

Meyer, Chaplain (Captain) Arthur W., 
USAF, 1745 Cloverdale Rd., Florence, Ala. 

Miller, Albert H., 17800 W. Burleigh Rd., 
Brookfield, Wis. 

Norden, Erwin H. c. r. m., 2717 La Tierra, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oppliger, John, 4178 N. Euclid, 
St. Louis 15, Mo. 

Otto, Reuben, Cascade, Wis. 

Pingel, Melvin E., 15 Linwood Ave., 
Hamburg, N. Y. 

Roschke, Walter E., 633 N. Center St., 
Naperville, Il. 

Schmid, Arthur, 1821 Grande, 
Monte Vista, Colo. 

Scholz, August A., P. O., Hop Bottom, Pa. 

Schramm, Norman, 1200 E. Old Shakopee 
Rd., Minneapolis 20, Minn. 

Schroeder, Edward H., 3449 California Ave., 
Long Beach 7, Calif. 

Schulz, Arnold A., General Delivery, 
Lake City, Minn. 

Seeliger, William G., 514 Sibley Blvd., 
Calumet City, Ill. 

Spaude, Emil H., 2801 118th Lane, N. W., 
Coon Rapids, Minn. 

Stengel, Paul H. C., Sr., Winslow, Nebr. 

Weber, Wilbert M., 8445 S. Kenton Ave., 
Chicago 29, II. 


Teachers: 


Becker, Henry F., 1329 Wicke, 
Des Plaines, Ill. 

Hilbig, Herman J., 3471 E. 102d St., 
Cleveland 4, Ohio 

Oetting, Donald, 8618 Jennings Rd., 
Jennings 21, Mo. 

Pape, Donald E., 439 W. 109th St., 
Los Angeles 61, Calif. 

Petersen, Raymond, 307 Skylark Rd., 
Pasadena, Tex. 

Rediger, Henry J., 816 W. 20th St., 
Lorain, Ohio 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and_teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


116 pages” $ .75 


No. 15W1795 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 South Jefferson Ave, 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


Thin 2 lee 


e-w-ee--e-- Spiritual Power for Your Congregation, 
by Carl W. Berner, @ $ .75, No. 15W1795. 


I enclose.$ 


an eneens 
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HOW TO BECOME A 
BETTER CHURCH MEMBER 


If the church is to come alive with spiritual 
power, there must be clear-cut answers to these 
questions: How can we build the congregation’s 
inner life? How can our congregation come into 
the possession of a God-pleasing personality? 
How can a congregation move into a new climate | 
of spirituality? How can the congregational con- 
science be deepened? How can there be less 
noise of the machinery and more of the quiet 
working of the Holy Spirit? How can church 
members be led to place a higher value on their 
membership? What are the basic objectives in a 
congregational program? How can a congregation 
magnify the major responsibilities and minimize 
the minor concerns? 


ongregation 


By Carl Walter Berner 


A GUIDE FOR LAY ACTIVITY 


These questions are answered in SPIRITUAL. 
POWER FOR YOUR CONGREGATION. 

The book bristles with ideas for the modern 
church program. Believing that public worship is 
the primary function of the Christian congrega- 
tion, he has one thought-provoking chapter after 
another which will help laymen to revise their 
thinking about membership in the kingdom of 
God. Includes scores of concrete suggestions for 
activating Christian stewardship. 

Chapter titles include: Personality of a Chri 
tian Congregation — What is the Church? —.-I 
Church a Force, Not Merely a Field 
Priesthood and Its Business Meeting — The:Secre 
of a Functioning Membership — Wome s Work ; 
in the snes — Pie many oer . * 


big about your raopaberite in the ee ‘Tt 
bound to give a deeper and truer loyalty to.your 
own congregation and its mission in the wou e 


